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After several weeks of intense negotiations and multiple short-term extensions of 
government funding, Congress has reached an agreement on a COVID stimulus, Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2021 appropriations and other must-pass legislation. The Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2020, which is over 5,500 pages long was approved and signed 
into law late Monday night.  While ATAP was anxious to send out this update, the 
finality of the news rests in the power of the Executive Branch while the bills await 
signage by the President of the United States, Donald Trump.  As of the release of this 
update, it is unclear if the President will sign the bill.  Should it be signed, however, the 
summary below outlines what it contains.  A point to note, in order to keep one reading 
on this late night, is that there is good news for State Assistive Technology Grantees!  In 
the FY2021 final budget, Section 4 of the AT Act receives a $500,000 increase!  It is an 
early holiday gift! 
 
The package includes $1.4 trillion in COVID relief funding. The stimulus funds are 
intended to provide individual household and unemployment relief, healthcare, and 
education aid, and to stimulate the economy. Specific to education, Congress is 
providing $82 billion to governors and school districts which is a significant raise from 
the $30.75 billion provided in March via the CARES Act (CARES). The deal ensures that 
education funding will flow through funding programs authorized under CARES, 
specifying $4.05 billion for the Governors Emergency Relief Fund, $54.3 billion for the 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (K-12), and $22.7 billion for 
the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund. New to this agreement is the requirement 
that Governors set aside funds equal to the amount provided to K-12 public schools for 
non-public elementary and secondary schools; however the bill stipulates that private 
schools that need the most help will get it first – allocating money to states based on the 
number of low-income students enrolled in private school (not the entire private school 
population) relative to other states – and requires the state to target assistance to 
schools with low income children that have been impacted by COVID. Private schools 
are also prevented from using stimulus funds to upgrade their facilities and limits the 
Secretary of Education’s authority– ensuring the funds are used as Congress intended. 
The new deal, while similar to CARES, adds new allowable uses including activities to 
address learning loss as well as school facility repairs and improvements including to 
improve indoor air quality.  
 
Nearly three months into the Fiscal Year, the package also finalizes FY 2021 
appropriations. Despite major spending decreases proposed in the Administration’s FY 



2021 budget and little additional cash to spend under the current 2-year budget deal, 
large federal programs will still receive a small funding increase: 

• Assistive Technology Act’s Section 4 will receive an additional 
$500,000 

• Title I will receive a $227 million increase, for a total of $16.5 billion 
• Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) programs will receive a $181 

million increase, for a total of $12.9 billion 
• University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities received  

$1.5 million to support new partnerships between existing University Centers for 
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities and highly-qualified, non-profit service 
providers, to develop models that offer individuals with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities and their families with community-based adult 
transition and daytime services to support independent living 

• National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research 
supports funding for research by universities and other eligible entities that seek 
to develop technologies that allow for independent living, address the disabled 
aging populations, and target rural, frontier, and tribal communities 

 
CDC Releases Report on Cost of COVID-19 Mitigation 
Strategies in Public Schools 
The Center for Disease Control has released a report titled “Estimated Resource Costs 
for Implementation of CDC’s Recommended COVID-19 Mitigation Strategies in Pre-
Kindergarten Through Grade 12 Public Schools.” This report uses micro-costing to 
estimate three main cost areas for the safe reopening of public schools, namely materials 
and consumables, additional custodial staff, and potential additional transportation. 
The report used the national pre-kindergarten through 12th grade public enrollment 
number to estimate the costs, which range from a mean of $55 for materials and 
consumables to $442 for all three cost areas. To finance all three cost areas, states need 
as much as a 7.1% increase in additional funds over Fiscal Year 2018 student 
expenditures. Therefore, the report provides the necessary cost information for districts 
to finance the safe reopening of public schools.   
For more information, visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6950e1.htm?s_cid=mm6950e1_w. 
 
Trump Administration Announces Faith-Based Regulations 
Last week, the Trump administration rolled back regulations that provided protections 
for people using federally funded social services. The rules affect nine federal 
departments and agencies, namely the U.S. Departments of Agriculture, Education, 
Health and Human Services, Homeland Security, Housing and Urban Development, 
Justice, Labor, Veterans Affairs, and USAID. The new rules potentially allow taxpayer-
funded, faith based providers to use religious litmus tests when determining to whom 
they want to provide services. Several organizations including the Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State have denounced the final rules, fearing they will be used 
against LGBTQ+ people, women, religious minorities, and nonreligious individuals. 
Americans United calls on the Biden-Harris administration to restore religious freedom 
protections and to revoke these rules as soon as possible. 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6950e1.htm?s_cid=mm6950e1_w


For more information, visit: https://www.au.org/media/press-releases/Trump-Faith-
Based-Regulations. 
 
Secretary DeVos Selects Transition Leaders for Department 
of Education 
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos has released the name of the individuals who will lead 
the agency’s transition until President-elect Biden’s team is in place. Leading the team 
will be Phil Rosenfelt, the agency’s deputy counsel. Rosenfelt, who will serve as acting 
secretary of education, has worked at the Education Department since its inception. He 
will also fill in for Reed Rubinstein, the department’s top lawyer. Other members 
leading the transition include Denise Carter as deputy secretary of education, Ruth 
Ryder as top official for elementary and secondary education, and Tiwanda Burse as 
assistant secretary for postsecondary education.  
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