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This afternoon, Congress passed a one-week stopgap measure on Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 
spending to allow for more time to negotiate a potential COVID stimulus bill, punting 
their spending deadline to December 18. Bipartisan Senate talks over the last two weeks 
among a group of eight moderate Senators from both sides of the aisle resulted in the 
release of a slightly more detailed framework for a new stimulus package as compared to 
that of last week. The revised framework includes $82 billion for education, to be 
distributed in a similar fashion to CARES Act funding- including the allowable uses of 
funds per the March 2020 law- as well as an extension for student loan payment 
deferrals until April 30, 2021 and $3 billion for the E-Rate program. But the bipartisan 
group faces significant challenges as additional provisions, including liability waivers 
and state and local aid, have proven to be sticking points to garnering broader buy-in to 
the framework, and thus bill language has yet to be released. The group is aiming to 
release a deal early next week so that it can be considered alongside an omnibus FY 2021 
appropriations bill by the Friday deadline. As pressure mounts against the calendar for 
action on COVID relief and to fund the federal government, timing is critical to reaching 
a deal  as Congress is eager to wrap up the 116th Session and head home for the 
holidays. 
 
Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates Releases Report 
on Seclusion and Restraint 
To support the recent introduction of the Keeping All Students Safe Act (KASSA) which 
would set minimum standards in the use of restraint and prohibit the use of seclusion in 
all schools, the Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates (COPAA) has released The 
Crisis of Trauma and Abuse in Our Nation’s Schools. The comprehensive report 
documents how our nation’s federal special education laws can work both for and 
against children who are traumatized by their experiences with seclusion and restraint. 
Backed by federal school level data collected in 2018 – students with disabilities 
comprise just 13 percent of the nation’s student population yet represent 77 percent of 
students exposed to seclusion – COPAA authors write, “…restraint and seclusion are 
dangerous and traumatizing and can cause death, particularly if the techniques used 
restrict breathing and if school staff has been inadequately trained. Our children are 
stuck in a crisis with no management plan.”  To read the report, visit: 
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.copaa.org/resource/resmgr/docs/2020_docs/restraint_
and_seclusion_pape.pdf. 
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