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Lawmakers are in the late stages of finalizing spending for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 ahead 
of their December 11 deadline for taking action. The bill could be the last major piece of 
legislation approved by Congress this year, making it a critical vehicle for other 
legislative priorities. This week, a group of bipartisan Senate moderates, moved by 
sharply rising COVID infection rates and the prospect of vaccine distribution in the near 
future, released a framework for an emergency relief bill that is significantly scaled 
down to roughly $900 billion from the Democrats proposed $3 trillion. The framework 
includes $82 billion for education, $10 billion for childcare and $160 billion for state 
and local aid. Additional provisions include unemployment insurance, aid to businesses, 
and vaccine development, distribution, and testing. The framework does not include 
associated legislative language. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) issued a joint statement calling on lawmakers 
to use the bipartisan framework as a starting point. And for the first time in months, 
Pelosi spoke with Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) about the bipartisan 
framework this week, which McConnell called positive. However, Senate Republicans 
have focused on a funding level closer to $500 billion and without any legislative text, 
there is still a long way to go before a deal is struck. COVID negotiations could result in 
a stalled omnibus appropriations deal, pushing lawmakers to buy themselves a little 
time by passing a very short-term continuing resolution to extend existing federal 
spending levels. However, lawmakers are currently optimistic they can strike a 
bipartisan deal on FY 2021 before Christmas.  To view the bipartisan framework, visit: 
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2020/12/warner-colleagues-
announce-bipartisan-framework-for-covid-19-relief. 
 

House Democrats Elect Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) as House 
Appropriations Chair 
House Democrats have elected Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) as the incoming 
Chair of the Appropriations Committee. DeLauro won the esteemed position in a race 
against Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL), winning by a margin of 148-79. Marcy 
Kaptur (OH) who was also in the running dropped out at the last minute and put her 
support behind DeLauro, helping DeLauro achieve the winning margin. DeLauro is the 
second woman to lead the committee, and this position comes after a 30-year tenure in 
the House. As Chairwoman, DeLauro hopes to make the appropriations process “more 
transparent and accessible.” She is also highly regarded as an ardent champion for 
public health and education issues and is likely to bring her passionate governance style 
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to the committee. DeLauro is expected to retain her current position as Chair of the 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related agencies. 
 
NCLD and NASP Released New Report 
On December 1, a new resource was created by National Center for Learning Disabilities 
in partnership with the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) on the 
topic of special education evaluations during COVID-19.  This new report, “Navigating 
Special Education Evaluations for SLD Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic,” provides 
recommendations to adapt state policies on evaluations for SLD in light of the 
pandemic.  More specifically, the COVID-19 pandemic has presented districts with the 
challenge of how to appropriately evaluate whether students are eligible for special 
education. This is made more difficult by several factors, including the ongoing loss of 
in-person instruction, reliability and validity of assessments in a virtual setting, and 
more. Districts are also facing a potential increase in the number of new referrals for 
academic and/or mental and behavioral health interventions and, possibly, special 
education, as more students struggle to meet grade-level standards in current 
conditions. At the same time, federal law remains unchanged and districts must 
continue to evaluate students within the required time frames. The report is available at: 
https://ncld.co/39g2ZQb. 
 
ACL Announces CIL’s 2019 Annual Report 
On November 30, the Administration for Community Living announced the Centers for 
Independent Living’s 2019 Annual Report.  The report covers the period of September 
30, 2018 to September 29, 2019 (Program Year 2019). Data are drawn from CIL annual 
program performance reports, federal program staff oversight and compliance review 
activities, and information publicly available on grantee websites. 
 
Key services, activities, and achievements described in the report include: 

• The CIL program exceeds requirements for consumer control; 
• Consumers successfully accomplished 172,486 established goals; each individual 

goal increasing independence, integration, and full inclusion of CIL consumers in 
society; 

• Over one million services provided by CILs; and 
• CILs generated an additional $616,826,096 (beyond ACL’s CIL program funding) 

to expand services. 
 
The Program Year 2019 Annual Report on Centers for Independent Living is now 
available here: https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/programs/2020-
11/PY19CILReport508%20FINAL_0.pdf 
 
You can also read Administration on Disabilities Commissioner Julie Hocker's 
accompanying cover letter at: https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/programs/2020-
11/Cover%20Letter%20CIL%202019%20Annual%20Report_1.pdf 
 
Webinar on Pre-Employment Transition Services Funding 
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The Employment First Community of Practice webinar on "Pre-Employment Transition 
Services Flexibility Regarding the Use of Federal Vocational Rehabilitation Funds" is 
available for viewing. The webinar provides an overview and background of the Notice 
of Interpretation (NOI) published in the Federal Register on February 28, 2020, by the 
U.S. Department of Education's Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services 
about the State Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) program. The NOI addresses questions 
and comments about reserve funds' allowable use for auxiliary aids and services and 
other VR services listed in the Rehabilitation Act. To access this webinar, visit: 
https://econsys.adobeconnect.com/_a968322745/pwia1gqfz7tg/?proto=true&utm_sou
rce=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ODEP_Newsletter_12-04. 
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