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This week in Washington good news seemed to resonate the halls of Congress with what 
seemed to be sincere action with finalizing a FY2021 budget, and even possibly pairing it 
with a fourth COVID-19 stimulus package. While the rumors said there would be a 
funding deal by today, it seems top appropriators were still swapping offers this 
afternoon on a slate of topline funding levels that would comprise an omnibus spending 
package to boost agency budgets in fiscal 2021 and avoid a shutdown in mid-December. 
While no final negotiation was reached today, it does appear that appropriators will 
eventually reach a deal, though talks will bleed into this weekend and early next week. 
There is still much optimism on Capitol Hill about reaching a deal, and ATAP continues 
to believe there will be good news coming.  In the meantime, please enjoy a safe and 
healthy Thanksgiving with your families and ATAP will continue to covers this issue and 
will report back 
 
Congress Elects Party Leaders Amid Uncertainty of Final 
House and Senate Numbers 
House Democrats and House Republicans held leadership elections this week for the 
117th Congress. Democrats conducted elections virtually, while Republicans held in-
person elections at a hotel near Capitol Hill. Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) was elected to 
continue as Speaker of the House, and Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD) and 
Majority Whip James Clyburn (D-SC) were also re-elected. House Republicans re-
elected Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA), and 
Conference Chair Liz Cheney (R-WY). Last week, Senate Republicans and Democrats re-
elected their respective caucus leaders, Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY). While leadership roles within the caucuses have now been solidified, many 
decisions must wait until elections are finalized. In the Senate, two runoff elections 
scheduled for January 5th in Georgia will determine which party holds control of the 
Senate. In the House, Democrats have narrowly secured their majority, but with eight 
races still outstanding, the strength of their majority remains to be quantified.  
 

GAO Releases Report on K-12 English Learners and 
Students with Disabilities 
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) has released a report titled “Distance 
Learning: Challenges Providing Services to K-12 English Learners and Students with 
Disabilities during COVID-19.” The report highlights the logistical and instructional 
challenges faced by English learners and students with disabilities, two student groups 



that have persistently suffered from achievement gaps as compared to other student 
subgroups. Using data from 15 districts -selected for their high proportion of either 
English learners or students with disabilities – the GAO found that English learners did 
not fully participate in distance learning due to lack of resources and the inability of 
families to adequately assist with coursework. Likewise, a variety of factors contributed 
to challenges in delivering instruction to students with disabilities, including the wide 
range of student needs, meeting individualized education program requirements 
virtually, and parents’ abilities to support their students through virtual learning. The 
report shares how school districts addressed these challenges, including partnering with 
a Spanish language TV network, adapting materials for students based on their learning 
needs as well as encouraging collaboration between general and special education 
teachers to modify instruction.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-21-43#summary. 
 
New Resources Released to Support Intersectionality and 
Student Learning Needs 
The National Center for Learning Disabilities, in partnership with 7 national 
organizations, has published a new set of resources and guides that center on the 
importance of intersectionality in affirming, understanding, and effectively supporting 
students during the COVID-19 pandemic, including their social and emotional learning 
needs. The resources keep in mind the disproportionate impact the pandemic has had 
on systemically marginalized communities, specifically students with disabilities, 
students of color, and students from low-income families. The three community guides 
target families, school leaders, and school districts to ensure that all students experience 
belonging, safety, and support so they can emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic 
prepared to excel. For more information, visit: https://www.ncld.org/seli/. 
 
The IDEA Celebrates its 45th Anniversary Since Enactment in 
1975 
The Department of Education’s Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services 
(OSERS) and the Office of Special Education Programs is planning a week of events to 
celebrate the 45th anniversary of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
Starting on November 30th, the offices will post a series of stories and videos to 
celebrate the gains made for students with disabilities since the law was signed by 
President Gerald Ford in 1975. While acknowledging “we still have work to do to fully 
realize IDEA’s promise in the future”, OSERS said, “there is much to celebrate and we 
must continue our work to ensure that all children have the supports they need and to 
find ways for all children with disabilities to achieve meaningful results and outcomes.”  
Visit the IDEA 45 anniversary page: https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-45-years-
later/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=. 
 

U.S. Access Board Launches New Website  
On Monday, November 16, the U.S. Access Board announced the redesign of the  
website at www.access-board.gov. The new site features a streamlined design to make 
information easier to find. New menus and cross links enhance navigation of key 
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resources, including the ADA Accessibility Standards and the Section 508 Standards.  In 
addition, the site updates information on Board programs and services, including 
training and filing of complaints under the ABA.     
  
The Board updated its site based on the U.S. Web Design System (USWDS). Developed 
by the General Services Administration (GSA) and U.S. Digital Service, the USWDS 
helps federal agencies create websites that are accessible, fast, and easy to use on mobile 
devices. The 21st Century Integrated Digital Experience Act requires agencies to aims to 
update their websites using the USWDS to improve the digital experience for 
government customers.  
  
Now published on GSA’s Federalist platform, the Board’s website continues to serve as a 
leading resource on accessible design and federal accessibility guidelines and standards. 
Through this site, the Board provides updates to the public on initiatives in rulemaking, 
research, ABA enforcement, and other programs. The Board’s guidelines and standards, 
published guidance, animations, and other resources, are also available on the site. For 
more information, visit: https://www.access-board.gov/. 
 

AARP LTSS State Scorecard Shows State Progress on No Wrong 
Door Principles 
On November 5, a new publication was released by ACl and the Lewin Group titled, 
“ADRC/NWD Functions: A Leading Indicator in the 2020 LTSS State Scorecard,” 
summarizes key takeaways from the 2020 LTSS State Scorecard. The report highlights 
state progress toward establishing a high-performing NWD system by comparing results 
from the 2020 and 2017 LTSS State Scorecards and identifies key themes. The report 
also provides promising practices, state examples, and lessons learned across five states 
(Alabama, Georgia, Massachusetts, Ohio, and South Dakota) and highlights action taken 
by Nevada and Virginia to address the COVID-19 pandemic.  For more information, 
visit: http://www.longtermscorecard.org/publications/promising-practices/adrc-no-
wrong-door-2020-key-takeaways. 
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