
 

 
Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs 

Washington Update 
November 13, 2020 

 
 
As COVID-19 infection and hospitalization rates continued to break new records, 
Congress has yet to break through on the negotiations of a future stimulus relief 
package. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY) continue to push for more than $2 trillion in aid. Congressional 
Democrats point to current infection rates and anticipated spikes throughout the winter 
as a justification to act now and act big. "It has been our position all along to crush the 
virus," remarked Pelosi on Thursday. She added that the election has strengthened her 
resolve to secure a large stimulus package. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-
KY) has also dug in on his pre-election position, pushing for a “targeted” package worth 
$500 billion. The “Skinny HEALS Act” bill has already been approved twice in the 
Senate. Both McConnell and Pelosi’s bids are non-starters for the other side. Of Pelosi’s 
proposal, McConnell remarked, “That’s not a place I think we’re willing to go… But I do 
think there needs to be another package.” The current dynamic will need to change to 
get both sides to middle ground. As the negotiations perk, all eyes are on the Georgia 
Senate runoff elections, which will occur on January 5. McConnell’s top priority is 
retaining the Republican majority by winning at least one of the two Senate seats up for 
grabs. If the seats remain in Republican control, the odds of a larger stimulus package 
are slim; if both seats flip to the Democrats, they will gain the Senate majority and be 
able to advance a larger package in the new Congress. The continuation of sharp rises in 
infection rates, future stay-at-home orders in states, and the approval of vaccines could 
also shift political dynamics, but for now, Congress remains at an impasse. 
 
Even though stimulus dollars may be a touchy subject in Congress, what is clear is both 
the House and Senate are motivated to close the door on the FY2021 budget and finalize 
it by the current deadline of December 11, 2020. Working within the budget caps 
negotiated in 2019, Senate appropriators released Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 spending bills 
this past week. Appropriations Committee Chairman Richard Shelby (R-AL) made clear 
the Senate’s goal is to enter directly into negotiations with the House rather than pass 
the bills through the Senate. Ranking Member Patrick Leahy (D-VT) commended the 
Chair but added that while “Many of the bills were the result of bipartisan work… there 
are significant issues that we will want to address in negotiations with the House.” Of 
the 12 bills, the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies 
(Labor/H) bill is reported by the Congressional Budget Office to include about $2 billion 
more than the House Labor/H bill. Increases include slight bumps in education funding 
to Title I, special education, charter schools, Impact Aid and family engagement. On the 
health side, the Senate increased funding for the Assistive Technology Act by 



$1.5 million and provided some additional funding to support pandemic relief, 
acknowledging that a separate COVID relief bill is still pending.  
 
Senate Democrats have criticized the package for not including more funding for 
Labor/H and the environment, and for continuing to fund the border wall. While the 
outcome of FY 2021 negotiations remains unclear, time is ticking as the December 11 
expiration date on the current continuing resolution looms. Negotiators have several 
paths forward, including passing a negotiated deal on the full set of 12 appropriations 
bills, passing a package that combines full-year funding for some of the 12 bills and a 
continuing resolution for a few months for bills with intractable differences -thus 
delaying negotiations until the new Congress and Administration are sworn in next 
year- or, passing a continuing resolution that level funds all 12 bills through the end of 
the fiscal year. It is unclear which, if any option the White House will support given 
tensions over the recent election and therefore, a veto-proof package is something 
appropriators must consider.  
 
It is a busy time in Washington following the elections and ATAP will be covering it as 
progress happens.  Stay tuned as FY2021 budget negotiations continue! 
 
 
President-Elect Biden Names Health and Human Services 
and Education Department’s Agency Review Team 
President-elect Joe Biden’s transition team has announced the names of the Agency 
Review Team that will oversee the transfer of power within the U.S. Departments of 
Health and Human Services and Education. The HHS team is comprised of 30 
volunteers while the Education team is comprised of 20 volunteers.  The HHS includes 
top leaders and is led by Chiquita Brooks-LaSure, who helped the Obama 
administration shepard the Affordable Care Act through Congress in 2009. For hat 
includes top leaders from the nation’s two largest teacher’s unions, top education policy 
officials from the Obama administration and experts in education policy. Led by Dr. 
Linda Darling-Hammond, president of the California state board of education and 
founder of the Learning Policy Institute, the team is expected to use the coming months 
to analyze and recommend key policies for the Biden Administration.   
To read about the Review Team, visit: https://buildbackbetter.com/the-
transition/agency-review-teams. 
 
Biden Team Releases Education Plan  
The Biden-Harris team has released “The Biden Plan for Educators, Students, and Our 
Future,” which details a comprehensive strategy towards effective education policy. The 
plan is comprised of five pillars, including approaches towards educator support, equity, 
special education, and early childhood. Specifically, the Biden-Harris teams vows to 
support educators with adequate pay, invest in school resources, ensure that all children 
are treated equally, provide accessible career pathways, and invest in children from 
birth through the education continuum. The proposal also calls for a diversification of 
schools, a renovation of the Department of Education, and a promise to fully fund the 
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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. For more information, visit: 
https://joebiden.com/education/#. 
 
Pre-Employment Transition Services Funding 
The Employment First Community of Practice will host a webinar on "Pre-Employment 
Transition Services Flexibility Regarding the Use of Federal Vocational Rehabilitation 
Funds" on November 18 from 3:00-4:00 p.m. ET. This session will provide an overview 
and background of the Notice of Interpretation (NOI) published in the Federal Register 
on February 28, 2020, by the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Special 
Education and Rehabilitative Services about the State Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) 
program. The NOI addresses questions and comments about reserve funds' allowable 
use for auxiliary aids and services and other VR services listed in the Rehabilitation Act. 
To register for "Pre-Employment Transition Services Flexibility Regarding the Use of 
Federal Vocational Rehabilitation Funds," visit: https://events-
na5.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/968322745/en/events/event/shared/defau
lt_template_simple/event_registration.html?connect-
session=na5breezsbohhkumxyz6g7tr&sco-id=2439415171&_charset_=utf-8. 
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