
 

 
Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs 

Washington Update 
October 16, 2020 

 
With not much news out of Washington this week other than the Supreme Court 
Nomination, this portion of the Washington Update will continue next week. 
 
Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights Released 
CRDC for 2017-18 
On October 15, the Department’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) released the 2017-18 Civil 
Rights Data Collection (CRDC).  This data, reported by 17,604 public school districts 
and 97,632 public schools and educational programs, has been collected and published 
biennially by OCR since 1968.  The CRDC is a universal compilation of data related to 
OCR’s civil rights enforcement responsibilities at the PK-12 level, including charter 
schools, magnet programs, alternative schools, schools serving students with dis-
abilities, and long-term juvenile justice facilities. 
 
The 2017-18 CRDC covers a broad array of topics and requires districts and their schools 
to collect and input as many as 1,700 data points. 
 
As a result of OCR’s critical partnership with the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES), announced in August 2019, the 2017-18 CRDC has improved data 
quality in many categories.  It was improved over past collections by addressing 
statistical anomalies and increasing post-collection outreach in order to give districts an 
opportunity to submit amended, accurate data.  For more information, visit: 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/crdc-2017-18.html. 
Administration Announces $72 million for Rural 
Communities to Gain Access to Health Care and Educational 
Opportunities – Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant 
Program 
On October 7, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue, announced the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $72 million in grants to help rural 
residents gain access to health care and educational opportunities. These investments 
will benefit more than 12 million rural residents. “Increasing access to telemedicine and 
distance learning is critical to building healthier and more resilient rural communities,” 
said Secretary Sonny Perdue. “Paired with our monumental effort to expand high-speed 
broadband access in rural America, these investments will help rural health care centers 
and education institutions reach more rural residents with essential services and 
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opportunities. Under the leadership of President Trump, USDA is committed to being a 
strong partner to rural communities because when rural America thrives, all of America 
thrives.” USDA is funding 116 projects through the Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine (DLT) grant program. The program helps health care and education 
institutions buy the equipment and software necessary to deploy distance-learning and 
telemedicine services to rural residents. Perdue announced investments today in Alaska, 
Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Maine, Michigan, Missouri, Mississippi, Montana, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, North Carolina, North Dakota, New Hampshire, Nevada, New 
York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Wyoming, 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  
For more information, visit: https://www.usda.gov/media/press-
releases/2020/10/07/trump-administration-invests-72-million-distance-learning-and. 
 
Online Accessibility Act Introduced in House 
On October 2, Representatives Lou Correa (D-CA) and Ted Budd (R-NC) introduced the   
Online Accessibility Act, a bipartisan bill that would amend the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) to “include consumer facing websites and mobile applications 
owned or operated by a private entity.” For more information, visit: 
https://budd.house.gov/uploadedfiles/budd-online_accessibility_act.pdf. 
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