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This past week, the Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), and Secretary Mnuchin 
halted negotiations on a COVID stimulus package early this week after President Trump 
Tweeted that “stimulus talks are over.” On the heels of the President declaring that talks 
were over, he followed up with a Tweet calling for Congress to pass stand-alone bills 
focused on providing family stimulus checks [of $1200 each] and funding for the 
airlines and the Paycheck Protection Program. By this afternoon, he floated a $1.8 
trillion package, affirmed that talks are “moving along” and added, “Go Big!” However, 
even with a White House/House of Representatives deal, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY) has been reminding stakeholders this week that most members of his 
caucus are reticent to agree to additional funding, especially before it is clear how 
CARES Act funding was used. COVID talks remain unclear but both Republicans and 
Democrats seem prepared to go into the final days of the election cycle ready to blame 
the other side for the lack of agreement on a deal. ATAP will continue to monitor all 
movement on stimulus negotiations and funding for the Assistive Technology Act. 
 
CAP Releases Report on Increasing Funding in Federal K-12 
Education Investments 
The Center for American Progress has released a report titled “Public Education 
Opportunity Grants: Increasing Funding and Equity in Federal K-12 Education,” which 
proposes a federal grant program that would award school districts additional funding 
for each student living in poverty. The program has four main goals, all of which work 
towards creating a baseline of quality and improving the equitable distribution of 
resources within and across school districts in the country. According to the report, the 
program would incentivize the use of additional funding to disrupt institutional racism 
and systemic inequality.  
 
Access the report here. 
 
AFB Releases Report on COVID 
The American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) announced the release of the Flatten 
Inaccessibility report. The Flatten Inaccessibility report examined the impact of 
COVID-19 on adults with visual impairments in the United States early in the COVID-19 
pandemic. This report was the culmination of survey findings from 1,921 U.S. 
participants who are blind or have low vision. Of those who participated, 65% of 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/reports/2020/10/08/491255/public-education-opportunity-grants/


participants were blind and 35% had low vision. Forty-three-percent (43%) reported 
having an additional disability, with diabetes, hearing impairment, and significant 
psychiatric disorders being the most frequently reported.  The read the report, visit: 
https://www.afb.org/research-and-initiatives/flatten-inaccessibility-
survey?utm_source=AFB&utm_campaign=675c8ca98b-AW-December-
2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ec813cd965-675c8ca98b-
167565726. 
 
FCC Announces 2020 Winners of the Chairman’s Awards for 
Advancements in Accessibility 
On October 7, 2020, the FCC announced the 2020 winners of the Chairman’s Awards 
for Advancements in Accessibility (Chairman’s AAA).  This FCC program, which began 
in 2011, is focused on improving access to telecommunications and technology for 
people with disabilities.  Those being honored this year are national thought leaders 
whose sustained excellence throughout their careers has served to advance the cause of 
accessibility.  
  
The recipients of the 2020 Chairman’s AAA are: 

• Karen Peltz Strauss, a trailblazer whose decades-long career advocating for 
accessible technology for consumers includes many years as a public servant at 
the FCC; 

• Claude L. Stout, advocate and long serving Executive Director at TDI, whose 
collaborative approach to accessibility challenges achieved positive outcomes for 
consumers; and 

• Tom Wlodkowski, a tireless advocate and innovator with over 30 years of 
experience increasing access to video programming, Internet/broadband, and 
connected technologies for individuals who are blind or visually impaired. 

 
For more information, visit: https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-announces-winners-chairmans-
accessibility-awards. 
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