
 

 
Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs 

Washington Update 
September 25, 2020 

 
This week, Congress continued to deliberate about the next tranche of stimulus funding. 
On Monday the House Problem Solvers Caucus, a bipartisan group of roughly four 
dozen moderates, put forth a bipartisan proposal for $1.5 trillion in stimulus aid. The 
This week, the House passed a continuing resolution (CR) that would extend Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2020 funding through December 11. The move comes days before the end of the 
fiscal year on September 30, and if enacted, would avoid a government shutdown and 
punt final FY 2021 spending decisions until after the November 3 elections. The CR, 
negotiated by House Democrats and the White House, includes a provision that would 
extend emergency food relief for students who rely on school meals by providing a cash 
benefit to eligible families for each day their school building is closed. The program was 
set to expire at the end of the month and will be extended through the end of FY 2021. 
The Senate is expected to take a procedural vote on the CR on Tuesday and pass the bill 
on Wednesday, hours before the end of the fiscal year. The President is expected to sign 
the short-term spending bill into law.  Leave it to Congress to wait until the very last 
minute, but, it is brings finality to what is typically a very dramatic point in the year.  
This year it seems Congress knew no additional drama is necessary, 2020 has had its 
full.  With that, enjoy the weekend and the update will greet you again next Friday! 
 
Senator Casey Releases Report on Aging in America 
On Monday, September 21, Senator Bob Casey (D-PA) released a report “Reimagining 
Aging in America: A Blueprint to Create Health and Economic Security for Older 
Americans.”  The Senator is Ranking Member on the Senate Special Committee on 
Aging and created a blueprint that explores how the COVID-19 pandemic 
exacerbated the challenges seniors face as they age and outlines policy solutions to 
address the inequities of aging in America. To review this report, visit: 
https://www.aging.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Reimagining%20Aging%20in%20Amer
ica%20%20A%20Blueprint%20to%20Create%20Health%20and%20Economic%20Secu
rity%20for%20Older%20Adults.pdf. 
 
LPI Analyzes COVID-19 Impact on School Budgets 
This week, the Learning Policy Institute (LPI) released a new blog, “COVID-19 and State 
Education Budgets: The Story Behind the Numbers.” The piece breaks down the 
unprecedented financial impact of the pandemic on state education budgets and what it 
will mean for public education funding now and into the future. LPI recommends that 
Congress pass a new COVID relief bill that ensures all public schools have the resources 
they need to keep their students and staff safe during the pandemic; targets funding to 
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districts serving students from low-income families, students of color, students with 
disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, and other historically underserved 
students; guarantees that all students have the resources necessary to make up for lost 
instructional time at the end of last year and the beginning of this year; and, ensures 
that public schools can retain their teachers and other educational staff.  For more 
information, visit: https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/blog/covid-state-education-
budgets-story-behind-numbers. 
 
National COVID-19 School Response Dashboard Released 
The School Superintendents Association (AASA) has partnered with the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), National Association of 
Elementary School Principals (NAESP), and Brown University Professor Emily Oster to 
publish the National COVID-10 School Response Dashboard, the first nationwide 
database that records schools’ responses to the COVID-19 pandemic. Created by 
Qualtrics, the dashboard allows school leaders, policymakers, and the public to view 
current conditions in their own communities and allows them to compare their COVID-
infection rates and other indicators against other districts. It currently reports metrics 
such as school type, average student infection rate, average staff infection rate, and 
mode of instruction. The dashboard will be continuously updated as new districts join 
the initiative and existing districts provide new data.  For more information, visit: 
https://statsiq.co1.qualtrics.com/vocalize/incompatible-
browser#/dashboard/5f62eaee4451ae001535c839?pageId=Page_1ac6a6bc-92b6-423e-
9f7a-259a18648318. 
 
 
CMS Announces New Federal Funding for 33 States to 
Support Transitioning Individuals from Nursing Homes to the 
Community 
This week, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced the 
availability of up to $165 million in supplemental funding to states currently operating 
Money Follows the Person (MFP) demonstration programs. This funding will help state 
Medicaid programs jump-start efforts to transition individuals with disabilities and 
older adults from institutions and nursing facilities to home and community-based 
settings of their choosing. Thirty-three states (including the District of Columbia) that 
operate MFP-funded transition programs and plan to continue participating in MFP 
after this fiscal year are eligible to participate: Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, District of Columbia, Georgia, Iowa, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Maine, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, North Carolina, North Dakota, New 
Jersey, Nevada, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin, and West Virginia. 
Each state is eligible to receive up to $5 million in supplemental funding for planning 
and capacity building activities to accelerate long-term care system transformation 
design and implementation, and to expand HCBS capacity  For more information, visit: 
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-new-federal-funding-
33-states-support-transitioning-individuals-nursing-homes. 
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