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This week, Congress continued to deliberate about the next tranche of stimulus funding. 
On Monday the House Problem Solvers Caucus, a bipartisan group of roughly four 
dozen moderates, put forth a bipartisan proposal for $1.5 trillion in stimulus aid. The 
package was a non-starter for Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), who has 
agreed to negotiate down to $2.2 trillion for the next aid package, but said the lower 
number proposed by moderates went too far. The bipartisan deal is also a non-starter in 
the Senate, where Republicans are unwilling to go above the $1 trillion mark. On Pelosi’s 
side, an unexpected ally stepped into the debate this week as President Trump tweeted 
on Wednesday, “Go for the much higher numbers, Republicans, it all comes back to the 
USA anyway (one way or another!).” However, the tweet has not yet resulted in concrete 
talks between parties. While the Congress was unable to agree to a new package, the 
House has committed to passing a continuing resolution (CR) to fund the government 
into Fiscal Year 2021. Current reports are that the CR will last through mid-December 
and will not have any other policies attached to it. The House Rules Committee is 
expected to review the bill on Monday, September 21 at 1:00 pm. 
 
Education Technology Guides Released to Support Learning 
The Institute for Education Science (IES) at the U.S. Department of Education has 
released Guides to Education Technologies, a new series of teaching supports developed 
by a group of 70 developers and researchers. With a goal to support educators as schools 
reopen, the guides present information on education technology products developed 
with federal funds in the areas of early learning, math, science and engineering, social 
studies and special education. All resources are web-based, can be used on computers, 
tablets, or personal devices and are ready for in-class and remote learning. According to 
IES, “many of the technologies personalize learning by adjusting the content to students 
as they go and provide information to inform instruction.”  For more information, visit: 
https://ies.ed.gov/blogs/research/post/back-to-school-during-covid19-developers-and-
researchers-continue-to-respond-to-support-in-class-and-remote-teaching-and-
learning. 
 
Secretary DeVos Launches New Web Tool on School 
Spending 
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos has launched a new website that allows parents 
and educators access to school spending data, including how much money each school 
spends per student. Per the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), schools are mandated 
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to provide this funding information known as the Per Pupil Expenditure (PPE), and 
according to the Secretary, the website “aims to aggregate and standardize this reported 
data in an effort to increase transparency.” The site includes breakdowns of federal, 
state, and local funds that make up the PPE for school districts starting with the 2018-
2019 school year. The site also features tools like an interactive map, individual state 
pages, and downloadable school data.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-launches-new-web-tool-
help-parents-educators-easily-access-school-spending-
data#:~:text=WASHINGTON%20%E2%80%93%20U.S.%20Secretary%20of%20Educa
tion,levels%20and%20differences%20between%20schools. 
 
Commission Recommends Abolishing Subminimum Wage 
Program 
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights released a report titled Subminimum Wages: 
Impacts on the Civil Rights of People with Disabilities. The report examines the section 
14(c) waiver program under the Fair Labor Standards Act which allows employers to pay 
individuals with disabilities less than the minimum wage. The report calls for an end to 
this program, as it “inhibits people with disabilities from realizing their full potential, 
suffers from insufficient federal oversight, and experiences routine noncompliance.” The 
report provides recommendations derived from the Commission’s findings.  For more 
information, visit: https://www.usccr.gov/pubs/briefing-reports/2020-09-17-
Subminimum-Wages.php. 
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