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This week, it seems Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), and Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnunchin agreed to finalize a continuing resolution (CR) that would allow the 
federal government to remain open when the new federal fiscal year (FY 2021) begins on 
October 1. The length of the stopgap appropriations bill has not been announced, 
however, in previous election years, Congress has agreed to fund the government via a 
CR well into December – giving time for a lame duck Congress to return and negotiate a 
final appropriations package post-election. While some speculate that Democrats may 
try to push the CR deadline well into the New Year, the likelihood is slim due to other 
priorities that include the politically charged negotiations still trudging along between 
the White House and the Speaker on the next COVID-19 stimulus package.  
 
Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) this week said he wants to pass a “skinny” 
stimulus bill with a goal of securing at least 51 votes. While this strategy gives political 
cover to vulnerable Republican Senators fighting to save their seats and places equally 
vulnerable Democrat Senators in a tricky spot over the vote, it would not allow the bill to 
advance and become law. In a letter to Senate Democrats this week, Minority Leader 
Schumer (D-NY) said, “Republicans may call their proposal ‘skinny,’ but it would be 
more appropriate to call it emaciated. With no money for rental assistance, no money 
for nutrition assistance, and no money for state and local services, the census, or safe 
elections, Leader McConnell and Senate Republicans would be making another 
unacceptable and ineffective attempt at providing relief.” Talks between Republicans 
and Democrats on a relief package have been stalled for weeks largely due to 
disagreement between parties on the total level of spending to be provided to states. 
While education funding has remained in the “skinny” proposal, there is still discussion 
on provisions that would require schools to be physically open to receive funding as well 
as potentially adding school choice funding to the final bill. To date, the revised 
Republican proposal no longer includes funds for early childhood education and 
childcare. A final draft has not yet been made public. With about 16 legislative days left 
in a high stake’s election year, it is clear Congressional leaders are under tremendous 
pressure to navigate the next few weeks with care.  
 
Secretary DeVos Pens Letter to Families, Educators 
A letter to families and educators -originally published in the Detroit News- was 
released by Secretary Betsy Devos this week. With the described goals to “empower 
parents with choices and give all students access to the learning resources and 
environment that fits them,” the very personal note lays out key education investments 
available to schools, highlights statistics about expected learning loss for children due to 



not returning to school, and tells parents and educators there is “no one way” to educate 
children.” Without directly naming policies, the letter mirrors DeVos’s federal education 
priorities. The Secretary also outlines her own experience as a mother and grandmother 
while urging parents to use their faith and make the best decision for their child about 
how to return to school. 
 
To read the Secretary’s letter to parents and educators, visit: 
https://blog.ed.gov/2020/09/secretary-devos-letter-americas-
parents/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_ter
m=. 
 
 
Office for Civil Rights Announces New Improvements to 
Case Processing Manual 
The U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights (OCR) announced revisions to 
the Case Processing Manual that builds upon changes proposed by OCR in late 2018. 
The changes, as described by OCR: 1) Require OCR to issue a draft resolution letter to 
the recipient in addition to the proposed 302 resolution agreement; 2) Require OCR to 
issue a draft letter of findings to the recipient in addition to the proposed 303(b) 
resolution agreement; and 3) Articulate the applicable standard of review for appeals of 
OCR determinations.  
 
To read the OCR Case Processing Manual, visit: 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/ocrcpm.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email
&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=. 
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