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This week, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) shared a draft COVID-19 
response bill that would be a scaled back version of the recently introduced Healthcare, 
Economic Assistance, Liability, And Schools (HEALS)  Act, the Republican opening bid 
for ongoing negotiations. The draft Delivering Immediate Relief to America’s Families, 
Schools and Small Businesses Act includes titles that address COVID-19-related liability 
protections for businesses and schools, short-term $300 weekly federal unemployment 
benefits, a continuation of the Paycheck Protection Program, support for the U.S. Postal 
Service and a final title, Emergency Appropriations for the Coronavirus Health 
Response. Within the emergency appropriations title is $105 billion in additional 
funding for the Education Stabilization Fund, which was established in March under the 
CARES Act. The funding mirrors the approach proposed in the HEALS Act, which ties 
funding to physical school reopening and provides an unprecedented amount of support 
to private schools based on pre-COVID student enrollment rates rather than tying that 
support to enrolled students living in poverty. There is no specified funding for special 
education or for the Assistive Technology Act this new Senate Republican proposal. The 
new proposal eliminates many provisions to lower its price tag, including $15 billion in 
emergency childcare support and the child welfare provisions included in the HEALS 
Act. The Delivering Immediate Relief to America’s Families, Schools and Small 
Businesses Act has yet to be introduced. It is unclear whether it has the backing of the 
Senate Republican caucus, which is divided on how and whether to move forward with a 
new COVID-19 stimulus package. The future of this bill remains unclear. All 
negotiations have been stalled for several weeks and the Senate has not announced any 
change to its plan to resume legislative business on September 8. ATAP will continue to 
keep you posted on progress related to the next stimulus package as it trickles in over 
the next few weeks.  Wishing you and yours a relaxing, health and safe weekend! 
 


