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When last week came to a close, after daily talks, Speaker Pelosi (D-CA), Senate Minority 
Leader Schumer (D-NY), Secretary of the Treasury Mnuchin and White House Chief of Staff 
Meadows did not reach an agreement on the core elements of the next COVID stimulus package. 
And, on Friday afternoon, it was announced that negotiations had failed.  While the week started 
with high hopes and the political incentive to make a deal –due to last week’s expiration of 
pandemic-era unemployment benefits and a moratorium on housing evictions— Democrats and 
Republicans are still at an impasse. Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) has voluntarily 
stayed out of this week’s talks, saying this was a strategic move to “eliminate sitting there and 
having to listen to Pelosi and Schumer’s talking points. Meadows and Mnuchin are not hiding 
the ball from me, and I’m not hiding the ball from my colleagues.” Without a deal, both the 
Senate and the House recessed with the caveat that all Members are on notice that they may be 
called back at any time should a deal come together. Meanwhile, as both Republicans and 
Democrats continue to blame each other for the stalemate, the President, after exploring the 
breadth of his executive power to extend and/or make policy changes and bypass Congress, 
announced on Saturday he began to issue executive orders to address tax cuts for workers 
through the end of the year, extend unemployment benefits but at a reduced rate, renew a 
moratorium on evictions during the pandemic, and defer student loan payments and interest until 
the end of the year.   
 
While this is the current course of action, and the path is unclear with the next stimulus package, 
ATAP remains hopeful that some package will be assembled.  ATAP will continue to keep you 
informed on the status of this package as it is a fluid situation.  Stay safe! 
 
Secretary Awards $180 Million to States for Innovations in K-
12 Education 
Secretary DeVos announced a new Rethinking K-12 education initiative that awards over $180 
million in grants to states. The 11 awarded states are being incentivized to create new, innovative 
ways for K-12 students to learn. In April 2020, the U.S. Department of Education invited any 
state education agency to apply for the grant in light of the pandemic, targeting states with the 
highest coronavirus burden. The grant calls for projects that provide families with microgrants, 
statewide virtual learning and course access programs, and new field-initiated models for 
providing remote education. Awarded states include Louisiana, Tennessee, Rhode Island, Texas, 
Iowa, Georgia, South Carolina, New York, North Carolina, South Dakota, and Maine.  For more 
information, visit: https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-awards-more-180-
million-states-rethinking-k-12-education-better-meet-students%E2%80%99-needs-during-
coronavirus-
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New Virtual Education Guide to Help Millions of Students 
with Disabilities 
On August 6, RespectAbility released a new guide, entitled Virtual Education & Students With 
Disabilities: Supporting Student Success in the Time of COVID-19 and Beyond, is available for 
free on RespectAbility’s website. The guide covers critical topics such as virtual resources from 
a wide range of disability advocacy organizations, home-based programs for students of all ages, 
live synchronous learning opportunities, state-specific information for parents of students with 
disabilities and mental health resources.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.respectability.org/2020/08/virtual-education-toolkit-announcement/. 
 
42 Senators Issue Letter Urging for Supporting Needs of 
Most At-Risk Americans in Stimulus 
On August 5, 42 Senators signed and sent a letter to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
Addressing the needs of the most at-risk Americans during the COVID pandemic. In the letter, 
the Senators urge the passage of a relief package that addresses the crisis in nursing homes, 
request that increases dedicated funding for home and community based services be provided, 
and strengthens Medicaid. The signers also call out Leader McConnell and his caucus for using 
the crisis to attempt to implement unprecedented liability shields to strip away the civil rights of 
seniors, people with disabilities, communities of color and workers.  To view this letter, visit: 
https://www.aging.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/08.05.20%20FINAL%20Caucus%20Letter%20At
%20Risk%20Communities%20letterhead.pdf. 
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