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All eyes were on the Senate this week as clues began to emerge that Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY), his caucus and the White House had come to an agreement about the 
contents of the next COVID-19 response bill. Leaked details about the contents of the agreement 
included $105 billion in supplemental education funding and $15 billion for child care, along 
with an “opening bid” that does not include direct aid to states, under the assumption that state 
aid would be negotiated into a final package by Republicans. Of the $105 billion in education 
funding, $70 billion would be allocated to K-12 education, with parameters including that $10 
billion be dedicated to vouchers and $30 billion is contingent upon schools physically reopening. 
However, as the week progressed, the possibility of a deal among Senate Republicans waned, 
with a Senate Republican staffer noting this morning, “the package is falling apart.” Many 
offices have noted that they are being left in the dark in what is often a collaborative process, and 
that the negotiations lie squarely with Senate leadership. The Senate is now looking to next week 
as a possible timeframe for unveiling the new package. With just two weeks left to negotiate, the 
discussions in the coming week will be critical if a deal is to be struck.  
 
Turning to the other side of Capitol Hill, the House of Representatives debated its first package 
of spending bills for Fiscal Year 2021 and wrapped up with the week with passage of the 
“minibus” today. The package funds the Departments of the Interior, Agriculture, State, Veterans 
Affairs and more, with modest increases to education programs that operate through the Bureau 
of Indian Education. Next week the House plans to consider its second package, a seven-bill 
“minibus” that includes Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies 
(Labor-H). While the House has been productive at advancing its spending bills, the Senate has 
not signaled that it will consider any appropriations bills before the August recess, leaving little 
time to strike a final deal before the September, 30 deadline. Forecasts have long predicted that a 
continuing resolution (CR) will be proposed to maintain government funding at current levels 
through the November election and to avoid a political showdown over federal spending.  
 
With two weeks to go until Congress takes their annual month-long August recess, there is much 
work to be completed and much is hanging in the balance.  One thing that is always assured, 
however, is Congress works fast when facing a deadline that equates to a legislative recess.  So, 
stay tuned as the next two weeks will surely be filled with much important news! 
 
House Education Committee Hears from Experts on School 
Reopening 
On Thursday, the House Education and Labor Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary 
and Secondary Education held a hearing, “Underfunded and Unprepared: Examining How to 



Overcome Obstacles to Safely Reopen Public Schools.” Rep. Gregoria Sablan (D-Northern 
Mariana Islands) chaired the hearing and outlined the complexities of reopening during his 
remarks. Sablan noted that daily infection rates are much higher now than when schools 
shuttered this spring and added, “we do not know enough about the risks for children.” Finally, 
Sablan noted that the House has already acted on the next COVID-19 response bill, and the 
Senate must do their part. Subcommittee Ranking Member Allen (R-GA) underscored the 
downsides of school closures, including the disproportionate impact on low-income households 
who rely on school for families to participate in the workforce. Allen noted the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommendation that any plans for the coming school year aim to 
conduct schooling in-person. While the AAP does recommend in-person instruction as a goal, 
witness Dr. Sean O’Leary, who spoke on behalf of the AAP cautioned against tying additional 
support for schools to the physical reopening of school buildings. Dr. Penny Schwinn, Tennessee 
Commissioner of Education, noted the need to localize school reopening plans with 
considerations from the broader community and with “the fine-tuned care and complexity of 
reality- and not with the blunt instrument of politics.” She added, “These are conversations about 
children and teachers. We must treat them as we would in discussions about our own families- 
because they are.” To view the hearing, visit: https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/underfunded-
and-unprepared-examining-how-to-overcome-obstacles-to-safely-reopen-public-schools-.  
 
GAO Report on School Building Accessibility 
On Friday, the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), released School Districts Need 
Better Information to Help Improve Access for People with Disabilities, a report requested by 
House Chairman Bobby Scott (D-VA) that focuses on the physical barriers that may limit access 
for people with disabilities. The GAO notes as part of the key findings, “In 55 schools across six 
states, the most common areas with barriers GAO observed were restrooms, interior doorways, 
and classrooms. GAO also observed barriers related to safety and security. For example, for 
security, some schools had installed double-door vestibules with limited maneuvering space that 
could trap people who use wheelchairs.” Recommendations directed to the U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) include that both DOJ and the U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR) should provide States and school districts with online information, technical 
assistance, or training materials related to federal accessibility requirements specific to public 
school facilities and related to safety and security issues.  
To read the GAO report, visit: https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-448. 
 
30th Anniversary of the American with Disabilities Act 
July 26, 1990 marks the signing into law of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) by 
President George H. Bush. This week marked many ADA celebratory events and additional 
news regarding this anniversary.  Below is a list of some of these resources and interesting links. 
 
The Bush Foundation and the National Organization on Disability host former Presidents George 
W. Bush and Barack Obama during an event to honor the 30th anniversary of the ADA: 
https://www.nod.org/bush-foundation-nod-mark-the-ada-at-30-with-presidents-barack-obama-
george-h-w-bush-senior-government-officials-and-disability-leaders/. 
 
The ADA National Network: https://www.adaanniversary.org/. 
The Administration for Community Living: https://acl.gov/ada 
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Upcoming ADA Anniversary Events: 
On July 30 from 2-4 pm EST, the Department of Transportation is hosting “Breaking Down 
Barriers: Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act.” This event 
will bring together leaders across the government to acknowledge accomplishments in 
transportation that have resulted from this landmark civil rights legislation. In addition to 
celebrating the ADA’s success, speakers will also discuss what actions need to be taken to ensure 
an accessible transportation future for all Americans. For more information, visit: 
https://www.transportation.gov/ADA-30-virtual-event-registration 
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