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This week, the House Appropriations Committee completed consideration of its Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2021 spending measures, advancing all twelve bills to the House floor. The 
House is now expected to quickly advance spending packages, with most slated for 
completion before the end of the month. Retiring Appropriations Committee Chair Nita 
Lowey (D-NY) commended her Committee for their action this month, and described her 
time leading the panel as “the honor of my life.” Lowey, who is the first woman to lead 
the House Appropriations Committee, will be passing the gavel, but her successor has 
yet to be named. One contender for the position is current Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education and Related Agencies subcommittee Chair Rosa DeLauro (D-CT). 
The House spending bills are considered partisan products developed by Democrats 
and thus are unlikely to advance as written in the Senate. That body has yet to release 
or act on any Senate spending bills. With the September 30 deadline looming and few 
legislative days left on the calendar, timing of final appropriations bills remains 
uncertain. 
 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) is gearing up to release the Republican 
proposal for the next iteration of COVID-19 response legislation as soon as early next 
week. The specific contents of that bill remain unclear however, education is receiving 
an unprecedented amount of attention in anticipation of the roll-out. McConnell stated 
this week that “kids in school” is a key component of the bill. The Trump Administration 
has presented “incentives” for schools to reopen and the option for publicly funded 
school vouchers for families as part of the next COVID-19 package and today, White 
House spokesperson Kellyanne Conway confirmed that “10% of education funding in 
McConnell's bill will go to non-public schools and education freedom scholarships." 
McConnell has also said this week that “under no circumstance will a bill pass his 
chamber without an overhaul to liability laws.” While the specifics are unclear, the press 
is reporting that of interest are revisions to liability laws retroactive to 2019 -to protect 
schools, colleges, charities, local government entities and businesses- from “gross 
negligence” or “intentional misconduct” through 2024. In terms of education funding 
levels in the next stimulus bill, Republicans have been floating amounts ranging from 
$50 to $100 billion for K-12 schools and between $20 and $30 billion for higher 
education. These numbers stand in stark contrast to the $430 billion proposal set forth 
in the Coronavirus Child Care and Education Relief Act (S. 4112) which was introduced 
by Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
earlier this month. House Democrats have also set their mark through passage of the 
HEROES Act, which included $100 billion for education. Any new COVID-19 package 



will need the support of Congressional Republicans and Democrats to make it to the 
President’s desk for a signature. With about three weeks left on the calendar before the 
August recess and school reopening planning underway in states, the pressure is high 
to strike a deal. 
 

Program Final FY2020 

Budget 

FY2021 
President’s 

Budget 
Request 

House LHHS 
FY2021 

Appropriation
Bill 

Administration for 
Community Living 

  

   

Assistive 
Technology 

$35.00 31.939 $35.00 

*Separate AFP 
Grant 
Competition 

$2.0 $0.00 $2.0 

Independent 
Living 

$116.18 $113.64 $116.18 

Part B IL Grants $25.3 $17.84 $25.3 
Part C IL Grants $90.8 $95.80 $90.8 
National Institute 
on Disability and 
Rehabilitation 
Research 
(NIDILRR) 

$111.9 

*2 million 
included for AT 
research (please 
see final report 
language 
below) 

90.371 $111.97 

University Centers 
for Excellence in 
Developmental 
Disabilities 

$41.61 $32.54 $41.6 

DEPARTMENT 
OF LABOR 

  

   



Office of Disability 
Employment 
Policy 

$38.5 $27.10 $38.5 

Department of 
Housing and 
Urban Planning 

   

Section 811 $229,050  $310.00 
Department of 
Treasury 

   

Community 
Development 
Financial 
Institutions (CDFI) 
Fund program - 

$250.00 $262.00 $273.50 

CDFI’s that target 
People with 
disabilities 

$3.0 $0.0 $6.0 

Department of 
Education 

   

IDEA    

Grants to States 
Part B 

$12,764.00 $12,864.00 $12,957.89 

Preschool Grants $394.0 $394.1 $397.62 
Grants for Infants 
and Families 

$477.0 $477.0 $481.85 

Vocational 
Rehabilitation 
State Grants 

$3,610.00 $3,782.95 $3,747.73 

 
 


