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Last week, Senate Democrats began to lay out their education vision for the contents of 
a new COVID-19 response bill. Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA), Ranking Member of the 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, introduced the Coronavirus Child 
Care and Education Relief Act (S.4112). The bill would provide $345 billion in additional 
funding to the Education Stabilization Fund, authorized through the CARES Act. It also 
provides $50 billion in emergency child care funding, $11.9 billion in dedicated 
emergency funding for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), $1 billion 
for adult education and literacy, $4 billion for the E-rate program to improve connectivity 
and more. Also last week, Senators Maggie Hassan (D-NH), Chris Murphy (D-CT) and 
Chris VanHollen (D-MD) introduce the Supporting Children with Disabilities During 
COVID–19 Act (S.4100). S.4100 acknowledges the disproportionate impact that in-
person school and program closures has had on many children with disabilities along 
with the tremendous needs for assistive technology due to the challenges brought on by 
the pandemic. It would provide $12.2 billion in one-time emergency funding to support 
IDEA programs and $55 million for the Assistive Technology Act. Both bills are partisan 
Democrat bills in a Republican-controlled Senate, so they are unlikely to pass. 
However, they are markers for Democrat priorities on the next COVID-19 stimulus 
package.   
 
On the other side of Capitol Hill, last Wednesday the House of Representatives passed 
the Moving Forward Act (H.R. 2) which would invest billions of dollars in the nation’s 
infrastructure. Lauded by Democrats as “transformative” and dismissed by Republican 
as “doomed,” the $1.5 trillion bill would provide $494 billion for surface transportation 
projects, $10 billion for child care facilities, $100 billion for housing infrastructure, $100 
billion for expanding broadband access and more than $100 billion to upgrade schools 
in impoverished districts. Related to public schools, H.R. 2 incorporated the Rebuild 
America’s Schools Act which has been a priority for House Education and Labor 
Committee Chairman Bobby Scott (D-VA). Under his leadership, that bill was voted out 
of Committee in early 2019. It would provide grants to states and districts with the intent 
of improving the physical facilities that pose health and safety risks, making upgrades 
that meet all federal standards including accessibility under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and expanding internet access to close the connectivity gap. While the 
bill is a priority for Democrats, it is not expected to be taken up by the Senate. 
 
 



Senate Committee Conducts Follow-Up Hearing on Schools 
Reopening 
Last week, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee held a 
hearing, “COIVD-19: Update on Progress Toward Safely Getting Back to Work and 
School.” Acknowledging the risk of reopening schools during the pandemic, Chairman 
Lamar Alexander (R-TN) expressed the urgency of getting students back in schools and 
his concerns with school closures. He began his remarks by urging Americans, 
including President Trump, to wear masks because it is the best way to slow spread 
and get people back to work and school. Both Senators and federal health officials 
agreed that returning students to the classroom this fall is vital for students, parents, 
and the national economy. In testimony before the Committee, former Food and Drug 
Administration Commissioner, Scott Gottlieb, stressed "I would be prioritizing opening 
the schools. I would do what it takes from a policy standpoint to ... open the schools." 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director Robert Redfield testified 
that testing guidance for K-12 schools will be issued to supplement prior CDC guidance. 
For more information, visit: https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-update-on-
progress-toward-safely-getting-back-to-work-and-back-to-school. 
 

OSEP Releases Q & A on Procedural Safeguards 
The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services’ Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP) released Questions and Answers (Q&A) documents in response to 
questions about implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
Part B and Part C procedural safeguards during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Q&As 
clarify IDEA’s requirements regarding procedural safeguards including how to verify and 
review student records, obtain needed signatures and meet other requirements through 
virtual or socially distanced means while safeguarding sensitive information.  
 
To view the Part B Q&A visit, https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-
procedural-safeguards-idea-part-b-06-30-2020.pdf. 
To view the Part C Q&A visit, https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-
procedural-safeguards-idea-part-c-06-30-2020.pdf. 
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