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This week Congress held a series of hearings as they raced to start a recess on Friday 
for the upcoming July 4th week.  The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee held a hearing on Tuesday titled, “Lessons Learned to Prepare for the Next 
Pandemic.”  While much of the content did deliberate strategies for the next pandemic, 
there was also discussion regarding how states are preparing to fully reopen in the fall. 
Several Senators quipped that the Committee should focus on the current pandemic 
since it is not over, and then focus on the next one at a later point in time.  In the other 
chamber, the House Education and Labor Committee held a hearing, “Inequities 
Exposed: How COVID-19 Widened Racial Inequities in Education, Health, and the 
Workforce.” The hearing focused on racial disparities in education, health and labor that 
were made worse by the pandemic. Committee Chairman Bobby Scott (D-VA) and 
Ranking Member Virginia Foxx (R-NC) both acknowledged these inequities and Scott 
highlighted existing and persistent achievement gaps in education, remarked that a high 
number of minority students attend schools that struggled to pivot to virtual learning, 
and estimated the current learning loss expectations to be 10 months for black students 
and 9 months for Latino students, as compared to an estimated 6 months of learning 
loss for white students.  
 
While it seems strange for Congress to recess for a week when no stimulus package 
has emerged from the Senate, nor one appropriations bill released for fiscal year 2021 
from either chamber, current times have stress levels running higher than normal on 
Capitol Hill.  When Congress returns, much work will be on their plates to accomplish 
which includes reviewing and passing 12 appropriations bills and hopefully moving 
forward on a fourth stimulus package to relieve building economic pressure across 
every state and territory.  There is more news to come but, like Congress, the 
Washington Update will recess next week and resume publication on July 10.  ATAP 
wishes you and yours a happy Fourth of July! 
 
 
Disability Facts for Features 
To commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act on July 26, 
2020, the U.S. Census Bureau published a Facts for Features release that provides a 
demographic snapshot of the U.S. population with a disability. The statistics come from 
various Census Bureau censuses and surveys, covering different periods of time. The 
release also includes links to Census Bureau blogs and graphics on disability topics. 



For more information, visit:  https://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-
features/2020/disabilities-act.html. 
 
IDEA Best Practices Guide for Districts Released  
The Council of Great City Schools has issued a best practices guide for districts to 
provide support, knowledge and tools to use as they continue to provide instruction and 
services to students with disabilities during and after the COVID-19 health crisis. The 
report acknowledges it is likely that all students (with and without disabilities) will require 
some additional supports upon their return to school facilities following the COVID-19 
closures. Regarding best practices for special education, the comprehensive guide 
provides links to sample materials as well as practical guidance and key considerations 
for outreach and communication; conducting virtual and remote meetings; handling 
parent evaluation requests and progress reporting; prior written notice procedures; and 
the development of distance learning plans.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/313/IDEA%20Best%20Practices
%20Document%20Final.pdf. 

 

ED Issues Q/A Series on IDEA: Dispute Resolution, Use of 
Funds & Fiscal Requirements 
The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) has issued Question and Answer 
(Q/A) documents concerning implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA). This week, they made the following available: 

• Part B and Part C dispute resolution procedures 

• Part B and Part C use of funds 

• Part B flexibility in implementation and fiscal requirements 

Upon issuing the documents, OSEP wrote that they were provided “in response to 
inquiries” and they “will continue to work…to identify any additional areas where it can 
provide information to support stakeholders in their important work.” 

Read the Part B and Part C dispute resolution Q/A 
Read the Part B use of funds Q/A 
Read the Part C use of funds Q/A 
Read the Part B fiscal requirements Q/A 
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