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It is still a slow start back to business for Congress but it is clear both the House and 
Senate are devising plans for how to tick off their must-do list of items over the next few 
months.  Given of the springtime appropriations process was derailed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Congress is working hard to get back on track and meet its 
September 30 deadline for finalizing spending bills for Fiscal Year 2021. This week, an 
aid on the Senate Appropriations Committee leaked that the Committee is scheduled to 
begin markups for FY 2021 spending bills the week of June 22. The Committee is aiming 
to complete markups sometime after the Fourth of July holiday. The House 
Appropriations Committee has scheduled markups during the weeks of July 6 and July 
13 with floor votes expected the weeks of July 20 and July 27. Last year, the House 
prioritized marking up the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related 
Agencies (Labor-H) bill. The Senate opted to bypass the markup process for the Labor-
H bill all together and release a “marker” bill that was used in final negotiations with the 
House. The order of bills to be considered this year remains unclear but ATAP will be 
monitoring the status of this closely. 
 
Other items of business in Congress took place on Wednesday when the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee held a hearing, “COVID-19: Going Back to 
School Safely.” As Chairman Lamar Alexander noted, the return to school is a critical 
step toward normalcy for the nation. “The question… is not whether schools should 
reopen – but how… Schools need to assess how this year’s disruption has affected our 
children and get student learning back on track.” Panelists discussed the realities that 
schools, districts and states are facing while planning for the fall, including adherence to 
guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and prevention, additional expenses of 
reopening, maintaining social distance, and looming state and local budget cuts. “This is 
a perfect storm as we face increased needs and decreased resources,” said witness 
Matthew Blomstedt, Nebraska Commissioner of Education. The Committee asked 
witnesses about their reopening plans, as well as their estimates of how much additional 
funding would be needed to reopen this fall. Key themes discussed by Senators with the 
panel were: the vulnerability of high-risk student and teacher populations; the major 
challenges with providing remote learning- including access to the internet, devices and 
other assistive technology; the need for schools to address student learning loss and 
educational services gaps, especially for students with disabilities, homeless students 
and others; the potential need for legal liability shields for teachers and schools; the 
school lunch program; and, confronting systemic racism. Senator Casey (D-PA) 
discussed his concerns ensuring students with disabilities’ needs are being met in the 



upcoming school year.  Joining Senator Casey with concerns for the remote learning 
experience for students with disabilities were Senators Chris Murphy (D-CT) and 
Maggie Hassan (D-NH).  Specifically, Senator Murphy asked witnesses about the 
“support services” that would be needed for students with disabilities for this upcoming 
school year.  Senator Hassan directly asked John King, President of The Education 
Trust, what supports would be needed to justify additional funding for students with 
disabilities.  Mr. King explained that in many cases, assistive technology would be 
needed for students with disabilities to access remote learning.  Committee members 
and witnesses remembered George Floyd and acknowledged protests about systemic 
racism in their remarks. Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) said of students 
protesting, “I hope their urgency and resolve will be an example to all of us here in 
Congress." 
 
 
Cost-Estimate Report Details Additional Costs to Reopen 
Schools in the Fall 
This week, the School Superintendents Association (AASA) and the Association of 
School Business Officials (ASBO) International released a cost estimate document 
detailing the average cost to reopen a school district this fall. The estimate is based on 
guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which suggests a 
variety of recommended safety measures to limit the spread of COVID-19. The findings 
conclude that an average school district will incur roughly $1.75 million in additional 
expenditures to reopen their school buildings if they adhere to the CDC guidelines. 
Expenses are placed into four categories: adhering to health monitoring and 
cleaning/disinfecting protocols; hiring staff to implement health and safety protocols; 
providing personal protective equipment; and providing transportation and childcare. 
In an article published by U.S. News and World Report, which featured the document, 
AASA and ASBO International argue that without a significant investment from the 
federal government, some districts simply will not be able to open for in-person 
instruction this fall. To view the cost estimate document, visit: 
https://www.asbointl.org/asbo/media/documents/Resources/covid/COVID-19-Costs-to-Reopen-
Schools.pdf?utm_source=PDF%20Link%20-
%20Reopening%20Schools&utm_medium=Link&utm_campaign=Reopening%20Schools. 
 
National Governor’s Association Releases Education and 
Child Care Covid-19 Resource 
The National Governor’s Association has released an education-focused webpage with 
information on state COVID-19 education and childcare responses. In addition to the 
many resources, the page includes tracking information on state reopening plans, as 
well as guidance on child-care centers, summer camps and summer schools. For more 
information, visit: https://education.nga.org/. 
 
HUD Works to Push Out Millions to Support Housing for 
People with Disabilities 
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This week, the Department of Housing and Urban Development is working to make 
nearly $77 million available to support as many as 8,300 housing vouchers for this 
population. The funding will be directed towards the Section 811 Mainstream Housing 
Choice Voucher Program and is funded through the CARES Act which was passed by 
Congress in March of 2020.  The new housing vouchers will ensure that more people 
with disabilities can reside in community-based settings as the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues, officials said.  For more information, visit: 
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PA/documents/CARESActvoucherschart.pdf. 
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