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This week, the Senate stayed at home while the House returned to Washington for a 
two-day workweek that included many members working remotely.  The word on the 
streets of Washington, however, is that some kind of fourth stimulus package is 
expected in the first few weeks of June.  While only time will tell, the House Majority 
Leader Hoyer (D-MD), in a note to colleagues today, outlined a summer work schedule 
by writing, “the goal will be to prepare must-pass legislation for consideration on the 
Floor in late June and going through July, including a 2021 National Defense 
Authorization Act; an infrastructure package that includes reauthorization of expiring 
surface transportation provisions; a reauthorization of the Water Resources 
Development Act; legislation to strengthen and expand the Affordable Care Act as more 
Americans have come to rely on it during this pandemic; and appropriation bills for 
Fiscal Year 2021; among others.” Last week, the House vowed to not pass 
appropriations bills until a fourth stimulus bill passed Congress.  The House could still 
comply with this statement based on the appropriations agenda laid out in this note.  
Leader Hoyer also noted key bills passed since the onset of the pandemic in March and 
explained that if the House appropriations process can stay on track in June in July that 
no changes are expected to the August District Work Period. ATAP will be watching the 
introduction and movement of the Labor, Health, Human Services and Education 
appropriations bill this summer.  It will be important to stay tuned to how the Assistive 
Technology Act fares for FY 2021.  In the meantime, enjoy the summer weather! 
 
Vocational Rehabilitation 100th Anniversary 
To mark the 100th anniversary of the Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) program, the U.S. 
Department of Education's Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services will 
host a webinar on June 2 from 2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. ET on "VR100 Anniversary: 
Celebrating a Century of Success." The webinar will highlight success stories of how the 
VR program helped change the lives of students and adults with disabilities. The VR 
program helps individuals with disabilities prepare for employment, independence, and 
integration into the community and the competitive labor market.  For more 
information, visit: https://events-
na8.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1108472965/en/events/event/shared/2874090683/eve
nt_landing.html 
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Projections Show Nations’ Schools Face Devastating 
Financial Future 
As reported by the press, experts in school finance and education funding are closely 
examining the economic impact of the pandemic on state and local budgeting for 
education. With most businesses shuttered and unemployment nearing 15 percent, state 
income and sales tax revenue is falling and school budgets, which are largely funded 
with these state revenues, are projected to be hit hard. "I think we're about to see a 
school funding crisis unlike anything we have ever seen in modern history," warns 
Rebecca Sibilia, the CEO of EdBuild, a school finance advocacy organization. Most 
states require a balanced budget and some governors have already begun cutting their 
education budgets. Michael Griffith, of the Learning Policy Institute, estimates, “if states 
slash education spending by 15%, schools could be forced to shed more than 300,000 
teaching positions — almost 10% of the national K-12 teacher force.” Other estimates are 
even higher. All agree, in most states the hardest hit will be the vulnerable, low-income 
schools.  For more information, visit: https://www.npr.org/2020/05/26/858257200/the-
pandemic-is-driving-americas-schools-toward-a-financial-meltdown 
 
ED Issues Final Interpretation: Digital Materials Qualify as 
Accessible Instructional Materials for Students with Print 
Disabilities 
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) established the National 
Instructional Materials Access Center (NIMAC) in 2004 to assist States and districts 
with producing accessible instructional materials for students with print disabilities. 
Primarily, the NIMAC is responsible for producing materials for eligible students who 
are blind, visually impaired or have print disabilities - as defined under the U.S. 
Copyright Act. To ensure eligible students have access to textbooks and other 
educational materials, and in response to technological advances in the creation of 
educational curricula, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) has issued a new 
interpretation of the phrase “printed textbooks and related core materials” referred to in 
the definition of “print instructional materials” in section 674(e)(3)(C) of IDEA to 
include digital instructional materials. ED explained why the new interpretation of print 
instructional materials now includes digital materials by stating, “because that is the 
primary medium through which many textbooks and core materials are now produced.”  
For more information, visit: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/26/2020-
09273/assistance-to-states-for-the-education-of-children-with-
disabilities?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federa
lregister.gov 
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