
SPEAKER: 
Just a few things we wanted to highlight is that you can mute yourself with the bottom toolbar and the 
bottom left corner of your toolbar. You can also turn your video on that way. Also if you need closed 
captioning that's also you're able to enable that in your toolbar also on the far right as we will have 
captioning. And this will also be recorded and posted to the ATAP members website following the 
conclusion of our Call today. So, again, thank you so much for being with us. It's always good to see 
everyone or know that you're on the Call. And today we are very lucky to have a special guest with us 
today. We are welcoming Stephen Parker from the National Governors Association. Hi, Stephen, and 
thanks for having your camera on. It's been interesting because usually we do these calls or we had on 
these calls on just a conference line. And we've started to do them with Zoom. And it's great because we 
can actually interact in a different way. And now we're living in sort of a more even a more virtual 
environment where everyone's doing that. 

So, even our guests feel more comfortable. And we're glad to see you. So, thank you for being with us. 
And I'm going to introduce Stephen to the membership. Stephen Parker works like I said at the National 
Governors Association and directs policy and advocacy for education and workforce issues including 
early childhood, K through 12 and post secondary education, workforce development and child 
nutrition. He leads the Governor's Education and Workforce Committee and is also the liaison between 
the Governor's and the Federal Government on education and workforce issues. Some of the things that 
Stephen has worked on during his tenure at NGA was to pass the Every Student Succeeds Act, which led 
to get the Governor's first endorsement of any federal legislation in 20 years. So, that's a huge feat. So, 
congratulations on that. And he also led NGAs work with Congress to pass the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act, which updated that federal job training legislation for the first time in 16 years. 

So, we're very grateful to have you with us here today. As some of you may know, Stephen and I have 
had some conversations over the past few months as the COVID-19 outbreak has hit the world. And we 
have discussed and stayed Assistive Technology at programs and the importance of Assistive Technology 
in the lives of students with disabilities. So, there's been a lot that's been going on in that world. And we 
appreciate the update of what's happening across the country. And any information you can share with 
the members that will be interested to hear. So, again, thanks for being with us. And we look forward to 
hearing from you. 

STEPHEN PARKER: 
Great. Thanks, Audrey. Hello to all of you. You are lucky in that you caught me on a day in which I had a 
lot of presentations. So, I got my haircut yesterday for the first time since the beginning of February. I 
taught myself how to tie a tie again this morning. This is the first time in 15 weeks that I've worn a tie. 
That's the longest streak without a tie that I've gone probably since college, definitely since college. So, 
anyway what a treat for you that I'm wearing a tie and how uncomfortable it is for me. So, thanks for all 
that you do. Thanks for paying attention to everything that's going on specifically in the world of special 
education. Let me start at the 100,000 foot level and I'll dive pretty quickly. So, what is top of mind for 
Governors right now? So, in their states their priorities are the same as they always are. First, their 
priorities are really lumped into two buckets, jobs and safety. And those two specific buckets are always 
top of mind. But obviously right now they are particularly top of mind. 

I don't just work on education issues anymore. I work on a lot of issues but one of them is 
unemployment. And right now one of the things to top of mind for governors is that while the 



unemployment rate went down based on the Bureau of Labor Statistics data that came out last week. 
We can question whether that's fully accurate or not. But while it went down according to that data, 
overall it went up as far as state and local employees particularly educators. And we are seeing the 
largest layoffs in the history of BLS data for educators. And that's a significant problem for us. And our 
fear is that those layoffs are largely due to the fear of what's coming. But what's coming is going to be 
here soon. And what's coming is this. We believe that based on initial data from the National Association 
of State Budget Officers that we're going to see declines in revenue between 20 and 50% in some cases 
from last year. That is a significant issue that will lead to indiscriminate cuts. Governors were fortunate 
and that's a unique word to use here. 

But governors were fortunate during the Great Recession more than 10 years ago to only have to use a 
scalpel in most cases when it came to cutting their budgets. If the federal government takes no action to 
assist state and local governments in this dire time of need. We're talking about significant hacking of 
state budgets. And in order to make sure that everything is cut indiscriminately for civil rights reasons 
you won't see any prioritization. I think you'll see clean 15, 20, 25% cuts if not more. That is a scary time 
for say governments. It's a scary time for NGA. And so NGA has a simple solution. Simple in quotation 
marks. We've asked the federal government for $500 billion. NGA has not asked for a specific amount of 
money during the time I've been in NGA for almost eight years. NGA has never asked for a specific 
amount of money before from the federal government. We've said help us if you can. Things are so 
desperate or we believe that they're going to be so desperate that we're actually asking for a historic 
amount of money. 

Very few organizations have ever asked for that amount of money directly just for their members. And 
that's what we're doing. And here's what that $500 million would do if we get it. One, it would make it 
so that we plug our budgetary gaps and replace those revenues that had been cut off due to the 
unemployment crisis and the economic crisis caused by the pandemic. Two, it would minimize cuts. If 
we got $500 billion this year that essentially if we were to apply all those funds to this year and the next 
year that could minimize cuts by quite a bit. And then finally, it makes it so that we can continue to try 
to generate more resources so that the additional cost that school districts going to face in responding 
to pandemic can be paid for. On top of it if we were to make every single state and local budget whole in 
every single schools. And every single school didn't have to cut their budget, we would still need more 
money because based on estimates that came out from the Association of School Budget Officers last 
week, just cleaning, safety equipment, PPE, transportation costs, spacing costs for schools are going to 
cost on average each district $1.7 million. 

So, that's the bad news. Here's the good news. The good news is that and that is we believe that we 
have some traction to get some assistance from the federal government. Even though the the public 
discussion around state and local aid has been negative I can tell you that there seems to be a 
willingness at least among some on capital help for investments and stable governments. And I would 
say that there's even bigger swathes of Republican and Democratic senators and House members that 
are willing to invest directly in education. The HEROES Act, which is the last reference point we have for 
what Congress is considering dealing in the next COVID-19 relief package has $100 billion for education. 
That is twice what we saw on our maths on top of the $30 billion that higher education in K-12 
education and governors have already received under the HEROES Act. We believe that that 100 billion 
dollar mark is probably starting point. We believe that that number could hold pretty solid in a 
Republican bill. 



There may be it may so a slight slip. But that 100 billion dollars could be pretty steady as long as the 
Senate considers a bill that's larger than a trillion dollars. And I know there's been some numbers 
thrown around. And Senator McConnell only wants a trillion dollar bill. I can tell you that a number that 
Republicans have been working with behind the scenes have been about 1.5 trillion. That's the 
Republicans best offer. So, Democrats want 3 billion. I'd say if the Republican performed 1.5 trillion and 
3 trillion I should say not 3 billion. So, if Democrats want 3 trillion and Republicans 1.5 trillion, then I 
think it's safe to say that we could end up in the two territory. And that's a significant amount of money. 
And it could lead to significant investments for education directly. On top of what's to come, states have 
already received funding. We were successful in working with the Senate and then the house to create a 
$3 billion flexible fund for governors and in the CARES Act just for education. 

And every single Governor, 52 Governors signed up for those funds and have already received those 
funds. And they're spending them on everything from childcare, to higher education, to special 
education and specifically technology and broadband have been the number one funded line item that 
we've seen from governor's. That's just not their funds as well where there is also a fund created for 
state education agency to give to school districts. Many school districts plan on using their money on 
technology. And then higher education plans on using their money to plug budgetary gas in any money 
they have leftover which will not be a lot will likely be spent primarily on technology. So, technology, 
broadband access, common themes that we're seeing here, and it's one that, that's the area that we're 
seeing the most growth as far as the potential for investments for federal funds to come in already and 
even future federal funds. So, that's kind of the federal and state funding picture. Let's get into policy. 

From a policy perspective the first day of quarantine for me was was March, 16th. That morning was 
dominated by discussions of what happens to students with disabilities who are now having no school 
where many students are now moving into an online learning environment. What happens if a student 
with disability doesn't have or their family does not have online access? What if they don't have the 
right computer? What if they don't have the technology necessary outside of the computer to allow 
them to learn in a way that's accommodating to their needs? And then what happens if they can't learn 
online at all no matter what technology you have available for them? These are conversations that 
started on March, 16th and on June 17th. More than four months later. Wow. That we're still having the 
same conversation. The calls I had subsequent to this one were about students with disabilities and 
what we're going to be able to do and what the school year looks like next year. And so that is a 
significant factor in kind of as superintendent and school boards and principals and teachers think about 
what the school year is going to look like next year. 

And two, as a significant factor when it comes to reopening plans. If you go to education.nga.org there's 
a tracker of every single state's reopening plan for education. We are tracking all of them. Students with 
disabilities are a factor in most of them. And we're trying to figure out what the next steps are. And as 
much as I would love to say that we've got all the answers. I question somedays whether we have any 
answers. So, we would love your help. We would love to work with you all in any way just to figure out if 
there are innovative solutions out there that your members, that your companies have that can help 
ease this transition for students with disabilities and then any other students that may need Assistive 
Technology to in order to learn at home or at school in this new modified hybrid environment that we're 
going to see for quite some time. So, thanks for the invitation, Audrey. Thank you to all of you for what 
you do. I will put the NGA education website in the textbox so that you can access it easily. 



And I'm here for as long as you need or at least until we talk through the questions. 

SPEAKER: 
Great, that's very helpful. And I actually did put the URL in the text box. And for those of you, just to flag 
this for folks. It was included in last week's weekly update that the NGA had this tracker. And so also if 
that's another resource you can reference if you need the link. Soon, I don't know if you heard 
(INUDIBLE) because I know it's been busy but last week the Senate held a hearing about reopening 
schools. And there were several comments from varying senators regarding the importance of Assistive 
Technology or support services for students with disabilities. I'm curious do you hear? So, well I found 
out was terrific. That issue had made it to that level. Are you hearing from governors as well about the 
importance of not just technology but Assistive Technology as well and the new needs that have popped 
up given the remote learning environments. We're hearing a lot about technology. I can't say that 
Assistive Technology is coming up. But governor's have not been getting into large amounts of detail on 
what they're funding. 

I'll also say that governors are concerned with the response to the pandemic. They're concerned with 
making sure that the counties, cities, school districts are taken care of which means that in many cases 
governors are going to come up with the resources. They're going to give those resources and school 
superintendents and school boards and they're going to let them figure it out. I can tell you the main 
question that we've got that we've received on the HEROES Act education funding but also there was a 
whole separate $150 billion fund called the Coronavirus Relief on its operation treasury. And we worked 
like hack with treasury to make sure that we could use those funds for technology. Broadband access 
technology broadly. And some guidance three weeks ago said we couldn't. And then they amended that 
guidance miraculously after some calls from some members of Congress to say that it could be. So, 
there are resources out there. I can't promise in every state that it will be spent on technology. 

But I would say what you all can do this and that. And I have not done a good enough job of this. Even 
Audrey and I have talked at least at least a few times. And you all provided a great resource to NGA for 
us to consider but what I would say that what you can do for our members is connect the two problems 
that they have, access to technology and helping students with disabilities and kind of offer your 
solution, your products, your technology is the solution to their problem because they need it. And I can 
tell you that if we have any specific conversations on students with disabilities I would tell you we have 
not yet. We've kind of had broad conversations about whatever governors offices and governors and 
governors policy values and state education chiefs want to talk about. We've not designated some time 
to talk specifically about this but we likely will in the coming days and weeks. Once we do that we'll 
make sure that we incorporate your products and perhaps even some of your expertise throughout as 
part of that conversation. 

That's great. Are there any questions from anyone else? And another thing I would prompt the members 
on the Call to do is also share with Stephen an example of possibly where a relationship has happened 
and been successful with state education agencies. I've one, Audrey. Great. If you could just introduce 
yourself and tell Stephen what state you're from. That'd be great. Kathy Adams from the Great State of 
Maine. Stephen, right behind me. 

STEPHEN PARKER: 
I hope that there's a lobster robot right behind you as well. 



SPEAKER: 
You are in is for sure. So, we have a fairly good connection with our department of education which is 
fine, we'll just let that go. But one of the groups in our state who have come on really strong. I'm 
impressed and we have connected right up with them is the the Maine Parent Federation and the 
parent group. And they are an organized nonprofit. They work closely with the department in special 
education, central services. But they kicked in within within the first six weeks and started doing lots of 
webinar trainings for their family and parent members. And so we jumped on to that. And I have two of 
them. We're doing one next week geared to parents and then we've got another one coming up in July 
geared to parents. And so our thought is that parents are living it. They are on the receiving end and 
they're living in their homes and realizing what they are and are not receiving. And so we figure up here 
that it's it's a great opportunity to get connected with parents do lots of training on Assistive Technology 
and aim accessible educational materials and educate them so that come the Fall when they reconvene 
their IEP teams and their planning teams, those parents might be able to push the line a little bit further. 

So, that's one of our strategies up here. Thank you. Parents are the most powerful voice or one of the 
most powerful voices right now. So, if they can tell the story of how the technology that you're using is 
impacting their family in a positive way then that's the best testimonial that you can get. Yeah. Thank 
you for that, Kathy. Are there others that have anything to share? Or any questions for Stephen? OK. 
Well, we won't keep you any longer. But we appreciate you being on today. And we look forward to 
continuing to work with you as the fourth stimulus package moves forward. And as we continue to reach 
out to our contacts at the state level and doing exactly what you said, which is to connect is to provide a 
solution to some of the problems these school districts are facing. And so I think that's a great point. 
And I appreciate you highlighting that as well as our members. And we look forward to continuing to be 
in touch and to push the ball forward. And we're all there to try to help and serve students with 
disabilities as best we can. 

So, thanks for being a great partner in that. And we will help in any way we can to get the $500 billion 
dollars across the finish line for you all because I think every member on this call and the states will need 
that. So, thanks again. Thank you very much. Thanks, Audrey. Great to meet you all. Let us know if you 
need anything. Thank you have a good day. So, I thought it would be helpful to hear directly from 
Stephen. He's been a great resource. He's been helpful. He also was, he will be like he said, having more 
conversations as these things start to become more detailed and they put together firmer plans for 
reopening next year. So, hopefully that was helpful to hear from him a bit. And they're going to try to do 
what they can to open doors for you all from their angle. And Stephen is from the National Governors 
Association. So, it's an association that all the governors belong to and they come and they put together, 
well, they're a very strong voice let me say that because obviously they represent the states and 
territories. 

So, in the head of those two states ironically the head of the NGA because they always have two 
governors that sit and lead it. Governor Hogan from Maryland and Governor Cuomo from New York. So, 
too heavily hit states during the entire pandemic. So, they've really been out front and center on a lot of 
issues. And it's a good organization for us to be affiliated with because clearly they come with a great 
deal of political weight as well. So, as much as they can help us, we also want to in turn help them. So, 
we're going to continue to hear from partners at the federal level that will be of interest to you all when 
their local and state level entities are of interest in partnering. We're going to continue to invite those 
leaders on these calls to just continue to highlight the awareness and the benefits of partnerships, 



collaboration, etc. So, and to allow for you all to ask any questions that you have. So, one of the things 
that I wanted to turn to and the rest of our agenda for the Call today will be actually talking a bit about 
what's going to happen in Washington. 

And then also we're going to do a little bit of polling and have an open discussion between the 
members. We really appreciated all of you participating in the polling the last time we had the 
membership call. It's been extremely useful and helping the members at the federal level because we 
have more concrete numbers and an understanding of what's happening. And I think at this stage we 
really need to be taking care, curating carefully what is happening with everyone in your states. So, that 
information is really critical. So, as you heard Stephen say he thinks that the next stimulus package will 
be somewhere in the $2 trillion range. But I don't think anyone can say for certain right now. So, we 
know one is coming because they are not going to have a choice most likely. But it seems like they're 
going to wait until there is a sense of sincere urgency felt threw out just every quarter of America. So, 
and that is what will push the fourth stimulus package over the finish line. And they're predicting it could 
come if they haven't already felt the sense of urgency sometime in July. 

And the irony behind that just so you know is that they're starting to push out regular FY21 
appropriations bills at the same time. So, they're talking about a $2 trillion stimulus package on the heel 
and then they will pass that and on the heels of that will also come out our regular appropriations funds. 
So, it's going to be a special year to say the least. And how that rolls out or we're not exactly sure. But 
what we have been reading and understanding is that the labor Health and Human Services 
appropriations bill which is the bill that funds the 80 Act, could have pockets of exceptions. So, they 
might build on emergency funds on to those separate appropriations bills. This is not even affiliated with 
the stimulus. This is just a regular appropriations bill. So, there's a real good chance that a lot of the HHS 
programs that are supporting COVID efforts are going to be protected. So, we're just continuing to 
advocate, knock on wood, say our prayers, those kinds of things as those bills go out. 

And they're also developing a stimulus package that we're asking for $50 million or 55 million. So, 
there's a lot going on and there will be a very kind of a rush to the finish line in July to pass the stimulus 
bill and also approves bills. So, because they absolutely plan to recess in August. They will not stay in 
under current conditions beyond the end of July. So, just stay tuned because there may be some action 
alerts that come from ATAP for you all to weigh in and reach out to your members. We are trying to 
work with leadership and also the heads of the appropriations committees and authorizing committees 
for all of these issues that I just mentioned. But funding is clearly right now for our organization the 
number one issue that we are focusing on and pushing the ball forward on. So, I know you all need the 
money and I know and we are working to secure it. So, that being said those are the big issues 
happening in Washington. I don't know if folks have questions about the Washington update. 

And you can feel free at this point of the call to unmute yourself and ask questions at any point. One of 
the things that we wanted to do is to move forward and also talk to you all about what's happening at 
the state level. So, one of the things we discussed in the last Call because it had taken place on the heels 
of ACL holding a call with all of the ADRC's as a kickoff to discuss how they're going to spend those 
COVID stimulus funds. And to compare numbers about where we are because the ADRC's are reporting 
certain partnership levels, numbers I should say. And we're trying to compare side by side what our 
states are reporting and we want to make sure that this is accurate and being well reported which it will 
be when it's all said and done. But just to get real time understanding of what's happening. So, we 



would love to hear and we have some polling questions. So, I'm actually going to ask. We're going to go 
through the first question then we'll move into sort of the partnership. And one of the things that we 
also wanted to find out from states before we get into the ADRC part is just we know that last week 
ATAP 83 and ACL hosted we're a part of a webinar with a regarding the high impact innovation Assistive 
Technology grants. 

So, based on that and hopefully some of you attended that webinar. We are curious how many of you 
plan to apply? OK. I'm going to close out the vote here in a minute. So, if you haven't voted. And just so 
you know these questions are all in an effort to gather information that then helps support you. So, 
we're asking these questions not to follow up but it's in an effort to provide support for you. So, that's 
the objective. OK. Great. So, I'm going to end polling out here. So, a good portion of you are planning to 
apply and some of you may apply, and it's still early. So, there's plenty of time to consider this. And one 
of the things that we will do, I'm sorry, I'm still learning how to do the polling. So, we did it last month 
for the first time. But that was almost 30 days ago. So, I'm a little rusty. And let's go to this question. OK. 
This is a private question. So, again this is in an effort to just support you. If folks can just populate, 
these results won't be shared. We'll keep these privately and they will be passed along to the folks that 
could help provide the technical assistance when applying for the grant. 

And we certainly want everyone to put their best foot forward. And if so the, because I'm going to give 
everyone a second. OK. I'm going to end polling shortly. Everyone's had a chance. OK. We end polling 
here. We're not going to share the results. We're just going to move on to the third question. OK. I think 
I'm getting the hang of this finally. So, this focuses on ADRC partnerships. So, like I was saying before the 
highest grant questions we are wanting to just get real time information from folks and make sure if 
there's still the potential. And it sounds like there is in some regions to develop a partnership. We want 
to make sure that you're getting the support you need from both ends because we are communicating 
directly with ACL about what's happening in the states regarding ADRC partnerships because as you 
know that was an expectation within these grants. Can folks please mute their lines? I'm sorry. I think 
we're getting some feedback. Or Jeanie, I don't know if you're able to mute everyone. 

Thank you. So, we do want to make sure that the funds are getting to stay at programs if at all possible. 
And we have provided feedback for many of you who have given me feedback on what's actually 
happened. And I'm going to close out the voting on this. So, I see. So, I'm going to share these results 
because I think everyone will find these interesting. And I think that this is something, you know that 
80% of our members are not in formal agreements with ADRCs. And so I just can't express that it's way 
under. I think I got muted. And we would like to help you. If this is something that you are still looking to 
do or if there was a possibility or if there's a story behind why this partnership didn't happen. This 
despite your best efforts, we would like to hear because these are the learning opportunity, you know, 
in every way this is a learning opportunity for all entities. So, we would really like to hear what was 
difficult and why things might have not succeeded on that end. OK. So, and I don't know if folks have 
anything they want to share on the Call today because it might be helpful to share with other programs 
some of the challenges that you found, and maybe there is still a path forward. 

So, certainly feel free to to share as well. Do we just unmute? Because I'm so and I don't know who that 
is? I'm sorry. I can't see. Because I get this polling. This is Melanie from Rhode Island. So, I think they're 
still trying to get themselves together. I mean that's kind of the feeling that I have. Because I did reach 
out to the individuals that did receive the funding of Rhode Island. And they're still trying to work out 



their logistics. We kind of told them what we do as far as our program but I think they're still trying to 
work it out. So, we tried to give them kind of a roadmap on kind of how technology and I don't know if 
anybody else kind of is getting that same thing but it's, I see Kathy, she makes me laugh. No, that's kind 
of, you know, I reached out. We've all reached out. I reached out with also the person that's my HL 
because I cover the HL program too in house. So, it was good because she works a lot of older 
individuals. But that's kind of the sense that I'm getting. 

They're still working out. Because originally when I talked to them they made it sound like they were 
going to hire all this staffing. And I said, well, that's kind of not the whole, that's not what that grants 
about. And then all of a sudden that change. So, I think I was talking to the wrong person or maybe they 
just submitted something and they didn't look at the whole picture. So, yeah. That's good to hear. That's 
kind of what the sense that I'm getting from them. There was kind of, you know, we are trying to guide 
them but I think it's like throwing balls up in the air they are not used to it. So. And it's so different and 
say, well, I would say regionally it seems to be a bit different. So, that's interesting that that's happening. 
And I don't know if others in your area or in you know, maybe it's your state. We've also heard just so 
folks know that the money already went out to regional ADRC's and which is fairly difficult to develop 
contracts with each individual regional ADRC once the money has gone out the door without some 
unified agreement. 

I don't know if that's happening in other states too. But we're interested in hearing. So, and we're gonna 
continue to ask because this is important. It's important. Good morning, this is Barbara in Honolulu. And 
I would really like some direction and help on this because I just feel like I'm on the periphery of 
understanding. And in addition now listening to this conversation I feel like I'm in a pickle barrel. And 
nobody is really clear. When I talk to the ADRC, they're helpful but again there's just not a clarity. So, 
whatever is written on this. I mean they're approachable but I just need more direct information. So, if 
that's available and could be put on the ATAP site that would be really helpful. That's great. And we do 
have some information to share. So, we will make sure to do that and get that to you. And thank you for 
that. That's great. So, it's good to know they're receptive. And I just also appreciate hearing from the 
Stephen Parker at the National Governors Association. 

I'm totally motivated. And we are just really frustrated with what's not being provided in the educational 
system here for kids with disabilities right now. And our biggest issue is the lack of connectivity to the 
internet. Because even though we have a great redistribution program of technology there's no use 
getting out computers and laptops and iPad because families can't connect and they can't go to 
locations where they could connect now. So, I'd also like to know what's being done in other states in 
terms of being able to get internet connectivity. So, this is (INAUDIBLE) from Texas? Yeah. So the state 
itself has a task force. The Commissioner of Education and a bunch of legislators like state legislators and 
other folks that are stakeholders that are addressing that. And they want to bring that broadband to 
places where it doesn't exist for both geographic issues and also the financial for individuals akin. And 
several of the cable companies offered some, like $10 a month cable plans that are used to supplement 
that too. 

So, I don't know what's going to come up that committee. They did invite me onto the committee for 
accessibility. So, I will know when they come up with something. And then locally some districts did kind 
of a clever idea to build their bus drivers that thing but I guess there MiFi cards or pucks or something. 
And then they would drive around to various neighborhoods that they knew had spotty internet access. 



Because either people couldn't afford it or because of lack of just broadband access. And they park less 
in the areas for the kids. That was a huge solution. You can't do that on certain degrees outside right 
now. So, at least they're trying in Texas. OK. the connection with you is really spotty. But just for ATAP in 
general, if we could put together what state that anybody has been successful and obviously in the 
Hawaiian Islands. It's a problem but no one is really offering anything in the cost factor is significant. But 
I mean, we've been searching for this for years. But now it's more important forever. 

Because people are not able to go to the Public Library system, they're not able to go to the Starbucks, 
they're not able to get to places where before they at least had some opportunity to connect. OK. I'm 
going to go back on mute. But anyway, thanks for the call. Hello, this is Amy, parent of Minnesota. 
We've done some searching on this topic. I can tell you that when I spoke with the ADRCs that was not 
even on their radar. It was something that they hadn't even thought about the number of people that 
do not have access to internet and how they're going to accomplish that. So, I was actually pretty 
surprised by that. But they appreciated me bringing that up to them. And they said that's something 
they will look at. Another thing that we found as we've been researching for the internet. A lot of the 
companies here in Minnesota, I'm sure it's the same nationwide, have offered some great deals that are 
now expiring as June ends. And then the other thing that I found is to qualify. Most of these companies 
are requiring that you have a student in the K-12. 

So, for folks with disabilities don't have kiddos. They don't even qualify for these reduced rates. This is 
Melinda in New York. It's something like the issue with WiFi connectivity popped up across multiple 
agencies like I'm on the New York State Development Planning Council, the rehab council for voc rehab 
and we have a contract with MiFi as person. And all three of those as we've been meeting periodically 
over the last couple of months it's come up with every single one. So, it's not just reduced. And it's 
something that we're all kind of actively discussing. I actually have a meeting with DDPC tomorrow and 
SRC next week. And that's probably the week after that. So, I mean if we have a lot of those I'd be happy 
to share it with Audrey. But it's on the radar for like every demographic in New York. Like we're really, 
you know, with telehealth like people that live in more rural communities up on the Canadian border 
and out in central New York sometimes. And then yeah, the issues with kids being able to get online for 
their classes. 

Hi, folks, this is Kimberly Mills from the US Virgin Islands. With regards to the discussions about 
telehealth and increasing access to internet and such. I'm wondering if there are opportunities to go 
perhaps through the US Department of Agriculture. There are several programs to increase distance 
learning and telehealth opportunities for rural communities. And I haven't sort of recently scoured their 
full array of grant programs but with sort of the coming up COVID-19 may be that they've come up with 
some different and creative programs even perhaps some that could address the needs of some of our 
community members who are without internet access and in particular in rural community. Also, I just 
wanted to get an opportunity to bring a matter that was discussed at the last conference regarding 
equalization of funding to the United States territories in relation to Assistive Technology funds. Audrey, 
if I recall correctly it was something that you were behind and in support of. I know that everything is 
political. 

I don't know that this is the appropriate time to address it with our federal funders but certainly if it is 
an opportune time Virgin Islands would certainly be happy to participate in those efforts. And I'm sure 
that we can rally our partners in the US territories as well, American Samoa, Guam, Micronesia, as well. 



And thanks, Audrey, of course for leadership. I think you're doing a fantastic job. Thank you, you know, 
83 and the support network for the fabulous calls of support you've been given weekly since the 
Coronavirus erupted. And thank you. I appreciate that. And we thank you for all that information. And I 
would like to follow up with you about those two ideas following the Call if that's alright. Great. This is 
such as one quicker, not sure whether I mentioned this before. But since Utah doesn't have ADRC we 
reached out to the Division of Aging and we became the one that received the funding and we're 
distributing basically a subcontract and get work to place it. Thank you for that. 

And we know it's different in every state the way it's structured which also creates complexities because 
it can be difficult for us to give direct and clear guidance from our end as well about where you should 
go as well. And if there are other thoughts. I know we have a few more questions. We wanted to just 
share with a membership that can also spark conversation. And maybe what we'll do is we'll work 
through the polls. And then we can leave the remaining time for discussion and comments because I 
think that this is helpful. And we will continue having this open type of dialogue moving forward on our 
on our membership calls. So, I will say we have reached out to ACL just to discuss some of the questions 
that they may have and any informational needs they have. And one of the things that they had brought 
up and we thought it would be good for us to know as well is just any activity that's happening across 
the state level in regards to care transition services. And we'll continue to move through a series of 
questions here that will also feed into this to some extent as well. 

Just so everyone knows, ACL has come out with a platform of really focusing on social isolation during 
this time. And they're working towards, I would say creating a coalition and an infrastructure that will 
support any effort that will help mitigate social isolation through the upcoming months. And I assume 
because this is likely not an issue that's only germane as COVID-19 amongst the aging population for 
certain. This will be something that will continue. So, I just wanted to share that with you. And it does 
feed into some of the questions that are coming up as well. So, we'll continue to keep you informed on 
that work that they're doing. And as it pertains to city T programs and how. I would like to say that we 
all will engage heavily. We also need to be as we, am also very careful. And I think all all entities that 
work on behalf of CDT programs at the federal level are sensitive too without there being an exchange 
of funds, adding new initiatives to your plates. So, we're trying to balance all of that at the same time. 

So, I'm going to end this poll. And I appreciate that information. And we are going to move on. And just 
to share with folks, you don't see individual states. So, hopefully this doesn't feel like a violation of any 
one's state private information. But I would assume it would be helpful for folks to see the picture on 
that. Another question that was asked is that over the past few months, has there been any level of 
engagement with your no wrong door system? I think obviously no wrong door is a huge priority at the 
Administration for Community Living. I would say it's kind of a baby of theirs. And they are curious to 
know what it's level of effectiveness across the board is I think. As are we. I mean I think that we need 
also as ACL spearheads priorities and initiatives. We need to understand how it rolls out across the 
country and affects all of the members and all of the CDT programs. So, I'm going to go ahead and end 
polling and then I will share these results as well with folks so they can see them. 

So, I'm going to stop sharing these results. And we are going to move to the final question which has to 
do with social isolation. And this is helpful. And we do want to understand what's happening amongst 
the programs in regards to what if any activities are happening to address social isolation as a result of 
COVID-19? And I think OK, I'm going to end polling and I'm going to share results. So, OK. So, this is 



helpful information. We have about five minutes left. And I think that, I'm sorry. I take notes on what we 
see. So, there may be pauses but it would be great if there's anything else that any of the members 
would like to bring forth to their peer group and anything else that you need from ATAP during this time 
that we can work to develop and and support you. I think at least John's a good question that's in the 
textbox just about, if ACL is asking the ADRC's for examples of their partnerships with the 80 programs. 
And if this partnership was a mandate or a recommendation. So, this was an expectation that they 
would have a partnership with state 80 programs. 

Their funds have already gone out. So, there won't be penalties or they couldn't be written in such a way 
because the emphasis was on moving the funds out the door. So, they wanted to see intent. They 
wanted to see that there was intent to partner. What the follow through will be on ACLs and is unclear if 
they do not see a partnership. But they certainly expect to see one and they are trying to work diligently 
I know, from a technical assistance standpoint with the ADRCs to make sure that these partnerships are 
facilitated in some meaningful way. And we are talking with them regularly about this. Which is why it's 
important for us to get information from you because seems like they're just in times where things 
move quickly. There can be different viewpoints about what maybe constitutes an agreement or, and 
folks like Melanie mentioned they're very much in some areas and in some states still developing 
concrete plans. So, I hope, hopefully that answers your question as well. And Carolyn is asking if we have 
any information about able data and future plans. 

And we don't have any information about the future plans for able data. It looks like, and I'm not sure 
what is effectively public yet. So, I'm just not going to comment any further but in terms of future plans 
we're unsure and have not heard anything just yet formally. Are there other questions from everyone? 
Nothing in the July date. So, our next Call is on the 15th of July. We will at that point most likely know 
more about the stimulus bill. We will also know more about the state of play with appropriations as that 
process is set to already have begun in the house and also will have begun at that point in the Senate. 
So, we'll have an update there. And we're working to also have a guest speaker as that will be something 
we're going to try to do moving forward as it relates and has any importance to you all at the state level. 
So, also if you have folks that you want to hear from you let me know. And I'm reaching out to federal 
organizations where I have contacts as well. So, and we will try to get some some good voices on the 
Call to bring different and new federal perspectives and state perspectives to you. 

So, with that I will let everyone go a few minutes early. It's great to see you. It's great to be with you 
today. Stay safe and healthy and we look forward to talking to you on July, 15th ,at 3pm 


